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Glossary of Water Terms 
 

Aquifer – a natural underground layer of sand, gravel, or rock that contains water. 

 

Community Water System – a water system that supplies drinking water to 25+ people year-round 

in their residences. 

 

Delineate – to mark the outline of a groundwater or surface water study area. 

 

Emergency Plan – a preparedness plan developed by a municipality to form consistent procedures in 

an emergency situation. 

 

Geology – The study of the Earth, and the Earth’s materials and processes.  

 

Groundwater – underground water that supplies wells and springs. 

 

Point Source Pollution – pollutants that come from a single exit point, like a pipe. 

 

Management Strategies – approaches taken by the water supplier and the Steering Committee to 

protect the sources of drinking water. 

 

Non-point Source Pollution – pollutants that are contained in water runoff from construction, roads, 

agriculture, or residential areas. 

 

PSOCs – Potential Sources Of Contamination – areas or activities that may potentially have a 

negative impact on the drinking water source. 

 

Public Water System – a water system that supplies water to 25+ people at least 60 days per year. 

 

Source Water – the wells, springs, reservoirs, or lakes in their natural state, prior to treatment for 

drinking use. 
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Study Area – the land regions that may impact the drinking water source. 

 

Surface Water – water sources that are open to the air, such as rivers, lakes, streams, and reservoirs. 

 

Topography – graphic display of the Earth’s surface including the elevation, and position of natural 

and man-made features.  

 

Watershed – the land area from which water eventually drains to a lake, river, or reservoir. 

 

Wellhead Protection Area – the land area around a well or wellfield which is proactively managed 

to prevent contamination.  

 

Zone I - Zone I is a circle around the water source with a radius between 100 and 400 feet, with the 

greatest potential for contamination. 

 

Zone II - Zone II is the surface representation of the “capture zone”, the area of which is usually 

measured in acres. 
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1.0 Introduction 

1.1  Project History and Objectives 

Clean, safe drinking water is often taken for granted. Many people have no idea where their water 

comes from, how it is purified, or how it arrives at their sink. Protecting the raw water supply has 

been increasingly recognized as a critical element in the overall mission of delivering a safe and 

reliable supply of drinking water to consumers. Comprehensive source water protection not only 

benefits the water supply, but ultimately the economic, social, and environmental well-being of a 

community.  

 

The objective of this project is to define protection zones for the groundwater sources, identify 

potential sources of contamination, and outline management strategies to minimize potential 

contamination. 

 

This project is funded through the DEP’s Small System Source Water Protection Program. All 

community water suppliers (CWS) are eligible to participate in this voluntary program. Costs for the 

program and plan development are covered by the US Environmental Protection Agency and the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

 

1.2  The Importance of Source Water Protection 

Developing a source water protection plan has numerous benefits. Some benefits are financial; for 

example, the reduced cost of water treatment. Other benefits are less tangible, including: 

 

 Reduced risk to human health 

 Protection of a valuable resource for current and future generations 

 Increased consumer confidence in water suppliers 

 Support of healthy ecosystems, recreation and other beneficial uses 

 

The economic benefit of protecting a water supply from contamination can be significant. 

Contamination to a water supply requires expensive remediation or replacement activities. Also, the 

cost of everyday treatment can be reduced with proper management of potential pollution.    
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Source Water Protection 

Case Study 

1.3 Description of Study Area and Water System 

The study area for this project is located in Perry 

County, PA. The majority land use in the study area is 

agriculture, followed by residential and undeveloped 

areas. The study area is surrounded on the east, south, 

and west by a creek. The creek is a tributary of the 

Susquehanna River, which lies to the west. 

  

Today, the Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park (PMHP) 

water system consists of four groundwater well sources 

located in and around the PMHP property.  The wells 

have estimated productions of 36,000 gallons per day 

(GPD), 28,800 GPD, 25,200 GPD, and 19,400 GPD. 

  

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Cryptosporidium, 1993 

 

In 1993, more than 100 people died 

and 403,000 people were sickened by 

the water supply in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin.  

 

The culprit?  Cryptosporidium parvum, 

a protozoan that causes a serious 

intestinal disease and can be spread to 

humans from infected cows. The 

outbreak occurred even though the 

city’s drinking water met all federal 

and state standards (Marchione, 2003). 
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Source Water Protection 

Case Study 

2.0 Delineation of Source Water Protection Areas  

To adequately protect its water supply, Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park must first understand how 

water flows to the groundwater wells that serve as the water sources. This section describes the source 

water protection areas for the PMHP water sources. There are different methods available for 

determining protection areas. For the purpose of this 

plan, a simplified variable shape methodology was 

employed, consistent with United States Environmental 

Protection Agency guidelines (EPA, 1994). A copy of 

the map is located in the Figures section and can be 

found in the Data Package CD at the end of this 

report. 

 

2.1  Description of Water Supply Sources 

Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park obtains its water from 

four groundwater well sources, two of which are 

located in the mobile home park, the others on a local 

farm. The safe yields for the wells are as follows: Well 

1 – 28,800 GPD, Well 2 – 25,100 GPD, Well 3 – 

19,400 GPD, and Well 4 – 36,000 GPD.   

 

2.2 Methodology for Delineating Protection Areas 

Determining the area from where a groundwater source withdraws water is a challenging 

task. Water flows through the ground in complex ways, depending on surface topography, 

the underlying geology, and other factors. The protection areas presented in this plan are based on 

geometric methods.  The use of geometric methods for source water protection zone delineation 

requires minimal site-specific data and should only be used as an initial protection tool.  Due to its 

low hydrogeologic precision, large threshold radius is required to compensate for the uncertainty and 

will generally result in overprotection (EPA, 1994).  The delineation of the wellhead protection zones 

presented in this plan follows a variation of the analytical methods utilized for the Source Water 

Assessments for Small Community Water Systems in Pennsylvania (Evans, et al, 2003).  The 

calculation of the Zone II wellhead protection zone is based on a simple two-dimensional static water 

Villa Maria, Lawrence County 

Community Outreach on 

Groundwater, 2009 

 

Two groundwater wells serve a 

population of 350 at a small facility in 

Western Pennsylvania.  The Director of 

Facilities Management set up an 

educational display on groundwater 

protection at the local October Harvest 

Day celebration.  The facility also 

implemented a program to inspect 

underground storage tanks and 

encourage replacement with above-

ground tanks with containment. 

(Jordan, 2009). 
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Source Water Protection 

Case Study 

balance combined with shape adjustments to account for groundwater flow gradient and aquifer 

preferential flow paths. 

 

2.3 Description of Protection Areas  

The protection areas for each groundwater source are 

divided into Zone I and Zone II protection zones as 

described below, and displayed in Figure 2-1. The 

calculations used to determine these zones are in the 

Figures section of this report. 

 

2.3.1 Source Water Protection Zone I 

The source water protection Zone I is the smallest of 

the three zones and is also the most stringent from a 

protection standpoint.  Zone I has been determined as a 

100-foot radius around each groundwater well.  The 

management goal for Zone I is maintaining it in a 

natural state, under control of the water supplier, with 

no potential sources of contamination. 

 

2.3.2 Source Water Protection Zone II 

 The land that contributes groundwater to a source is referred to as the capture zone, or the zone of 

diversion.  Zone II is the surface representation of the capture zone. The 196.21 acre combined Zone 

II area for the wells lies within the township boundaries.  

 

  

Pennsylvania 

Tanker Spills Fuel Into River, 2010 

 

Thousands of gallons of fuel spilled 

near the Susquehanna River after a 

tanker truck crashed on a major 

highway.  Local water intakes were 

closed or monitored, and materials 

were placed in the Susquehanna and 

Juniata Rivers to prevent 

contamination of the drinking water 

intakes. Fortunately, only a small 

amount of fuel was found in the Juniata 

River, and none in the Susquehanna, 

which provides drinking water for 

hundreds of thousands of people in the 

basin area (Jones, 2010). 
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3.0 Contaminant Source Inventory  

An inventory of potential sources of contamination (PSOCs) was compiled for the source water 

protection zones. PSOCs are locations or activities that can adversely affect the quality of the water 

supply. Note that land uses, activities, or individual industries identified in the PSOC inventory are not 

necessarily a source of pollution; however, they have the potential for contaminating groundwater.   

To assess possible management strategies for the source water protection areas, it is important to 

understand their existing land uses. Land use within the zones is detailed in Figure 2-1. 

 

3.1 Non-Point Sources 

This section will discuss non-point sources, which pollutants can travel over a wide area.  Examples 

include stormwater runoff from agricultural fields, residential areas, roads, parking lots, and 

commercial and industrial properties.  

 

The descriptions below for the selected non-point sources are general in nature; however, each 

description includes an adequate amount of information that a reader with no knowledge of the non-

point source PSOCs will be able to understand how it could impact and affect drinking water quality. 

 

Agriculture – row crops: According to the 2000 National Water Quality Inventory (USEPA, 2002), 

agricultural non-point source pollution is a major contributor to contamination of groundwater.  

Polluted runoff is picked up and carried by surface water runoff and snowmelt that is then deposited 

in bodies of water and underground sources of drinking water.  Agricultural activities related to row 

crops that cause these detrimental impacts include plowing too often or at the wrong time and 

improper, excessive, or poorly timed application of pesticides, irrigation water, and fertilizer.  The 

types of pollutants generated include sediment, nutrients (phosphorus, nitrogen, and potassium), 

pesticides, metals, and salts.   

 

Household hazardous materials:   Various household tasks require the use of products that contain 

hazardous chemicals.  Typical items include household products, wall and furniture treatments 

(paints, varnishes, stains, paint and varnish removers, paint brush cleaners, floor and furniture 

strippers); and mechanical repair or other maintenance products.  The improper storage, use, and 

disposal of these products pose a threat to groundwater and surface water.   
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Residential land: Pollutants that are found in residential stormwater consist of suspended sediment 

(flakes of metal from rusting vehicles, particles from vehicle exhaust, bit of tires and brake linings, 

chunks of pavement, soot, and construction runoff); fertilizer, spills, decaying leaves and grass); pet 

waste, leaves, grass clippings, litter; metals  from vehicle traffic; pesticides from lawn and gardens; 

(PCBs found in transformers and used as coolants and lubricants); bacteria/pathogens (sanitary sewer 

overflows, and pet and urban wildlife waste);  and miscellaneous debris.   

 

Roads/Parking lots/Railroads: Locations where roads and railroads cross or come close to water 

bodies can contribute a significant source of pollutants to surface and groundwater through accidents 

and spills.  Uncontained spillages and leaks associated with accidents within transportation corridors, 

as well as any contaminant that is carried in bulk on a truck or railcar can be spilled onto the ground 

or directly into a waterway at a bridge crossing. These events, particularly in close proximity to wells 

or intakes can contaminate a water source in a short amount of time. 

 

3.2 PSOC Identification and Evaluation 

 

The first step in identifying point source PSOCs in the protection zones was searching publicly-

available environmental databases for regulated locations, as identified by a permit or an enforcement 

action. The database search returned one point source PSOC, which is Pennsylvania Mobile Home 

Park. The site is designated as an EPA Regulated site, which is described below and mapped in 

Figure 2-1.  

 

EPA Regulated: This is information from multiple environmental databases that comprise the EPA 

Envirofacts data system.  The information is from a wide range of sites that are subject to 

environmental regulation by the EPA. Reasons for regulation can vary greatly within the themes of 

air, land, water, waste, toxics, and radiation. 

 

Heating oil tanks are also a concern to the water system, heating oil can be stored in either 

aboveground or underground storage tanks. Uncontained spills or overfills, tank corrosion, and piping 

system and equipment failures may release oil to the environment and threaten the groundwater 

sources. Educational and guidance materials have been provided to the water system to help protect 

their sources from contamination events. 

 

 



 
 

108508.0003 5000 PMHP  7 

Source Water Protection 

Case Study 

4.0 Source Water Protection Toolbox  

This section describes options that Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park can implement as part of this 

source water protection plan. The management plan is intended to protect the delineated protection 

zones from any identified potential sources of contamination in these areas.  

 

4.1  Management Strategies Checklist 

The checklist indicates the activities that PMHP can 

implement to help protect their water source.  

Examples of these categories can include good 

housekeeping/maintenance practices, public 

education, residential, agricultural, and commercial 

land use awareness, and contacting gas well or mine 

development companies about their protection zones.  

 

The management checklist has been customized to fit 

the needs of PMHP, and contains activities the system 

can implement in the vicinity of their sources with the 

help of residents and local emergency responders. 

The full checklist and activity descriptions are 

displayed in Appendix A. 

 

4.2 Public Participation 

As part of source water protection, partnerships and cooperative efforts with other groups can assist 

with implementation of the plan, as well as education and outreach.  Developing these partnerships 

can provide numerous ways in which the community can be involved with protecting drinking water.  

Various educational materials to aid PMHP in education, outreach and gaining public participation 

are provided in Appendix B, and templates can be found on the Data Package CD. 

 

Educational materials included: 

 Various customizable brochures 

 Talking Points for Source Water Protection 

 Template letters to send to PSOC owners 

Cooper Township, Montour County 

Mobile Home Park Contaminant 

Reductions, 2009 

 

This owner of the park reduced the 

potential risk to their two groundwater 

wells by regularly inspecting the 

underground home heating oil storage 

tanks used by the residents.  Residents are 

also encouraged to remove the tanks and 

replace their energy source with electric 

heaters or propane.  The park 

implemented regulations prohibiting 

vehicle maintenance on the property, the 

application of fertilizers or chemicals on 

lawns, eliminating the threat of pet 

wastes, and banning storage sheds that 

might reduce chemical spills. The mobile 

home park recently developed a brochure 

on source-water protection that was 

distributed to the residents.  (Muir, 2009) 
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Potential partners can include representatives from these areas: 

 Municipal officials 

 County Conservation District 

 Emergency response team 

 Environmental groups, such as a conservancy or watershed association 

 

4.3 Future Source Water Protection Efforts 

To assist the system in continuing its source water protection efforts for years to come, several 

guidance materials are located in Appendix C. These items include: 

 eNOTICE database registration 

 Funding and financial support programs and guidance 

After the source water protection plan is completed, annual reviews are recommended to track 

implementation of any activities from the checklist.  Included at the back of this report are blank note 

pages for the system to record details of meetings, goals, PSOCs and changes in SWP efforts. 
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well-001 well-002 well-003 well-004

Well #1 Well #2 Well #3 Well #4

Q (GPD)= 28800 25200 19400 36000

Total Depth (ft) 300 800 600 400

Casing Depth (ft) 40 39 60 103

St Water Level (ft) 110 39

H (ft)= 260 690 540 297

Q (ft3/day)= 3850.01 3368.758773 2593.41 4812.5125

porosity= 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1

t (days)= 90 90 90 90

r calculated (ft)= 65.13142 37.39871926 37.0924 68.132454

r actual (ft)= 100 100 100 100

*Any source with a calculated Zone 1 radius less than 100 feet will 

automatically be assigned a radius of 100 feet.

Q=Pumping rate of the source

r=(Qt/pnH)^-1/2

t=Time of pumping (days)

n=Porosity of the well (dimensionless; 

percentage expressed as a decimal)

H=Saturated thickness of the aquifer (feet; 

typically open interval or length of well screen)

r=Calculated radius of the zone

Delineation Calculations For Zone 1 Radius

Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park

PWSID 1000000

Dauphin County, PA

Small Systems Source Water Protection Program



Source ID well-001 well-002 well-003 well-004

Source Name Well #1 Well #2 Well #3 Well #4

Q (GPD)= 28800 25200 19400 36000

N (in/yr)= 13 13 13 13

Q (ft3/day)= 3850.010026 3368.758773 2593.409531 4812.512533

N (ft/day)= 0.002968037 0.002968037 0.002968037 0.002968037

R (ft)= 642.5713722 601.0704803 527.3828394 718.4166343

R actual (ft)= 643 602 528 719

2.5*R= 1607.5 1505 1320 1797.5

Q=Pumping rate of the source

R=Calculated radius of the zone

R=(Q/np)^-1/2

*Any source with a calculated Zone 2 radius less than 400 feet will 

automatically be assigned a radius of 400 feet.

N=Areal recharge to the water table due to precipitation

Small Systems Source Water Protection Program

Dauphin County, PA

PWSID 1000000

Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park

Delineation Calculations For Zone 2 Radius
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 Drinking Water Protection Implementation Checklist for:  
 

Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park 
 
 
 

 

Initial Source Water Protection Meeting (attach additional pages as necessary) 

 

Date: _________________________ 

Location: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Attendees:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Site Specific source water protection (SWP) items discussed on facility grounds: _____________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

SWP items discussed outside of facility grounds (neighboring systems, PSOCs):  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Potential partners: ______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Does the CWS have a backup water source if the primary source were to become unusable? 
Y/N, describe: _________________________________________________________________ 

Please confirm the following CWS information (PADWIS data): 

 Community population served: ____________ 

 Number of connections: _____________ 

  Number of sources (Names, surface/groundwater): ___________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

  

PWSID #  1000000 Contact Name:  Joe Smith 

Address: 123 North Main Street 

 
Title:  Manager 

Phone:  717-123-1234 

City, Zip:  Harrisburg 17101 Email:  jsmith@pmhp.com 

County: Dauphin PA DEP Region: Southcentral 





The following checklist contains protection strategies to be implemented on the water system’s property. 
Please check the box beside each item that will be implemented, and provide a planned implementation 
date. Any desired or current strategies that are not listed may be added in the “Other Protection 
Strategies” section. Follow up on these items should be completed annually to ensure protection of the 
drinking water sources. 

 
 
 Suggested Drinking Water Source Protection Strategies  

(Please check the box beside each suggestion you feel appropriate, based on 
identified risk factors, that you plan to implement) 

Planned 
Implementation 

Date 

 
General 
Protection 
Strategies – 

To be 
Completed 
Annually: 

Introduction 

 Update basic information about the public water supply (PWS) and 
community such as: 

 Community population  
 Number of wells and capacity 

Source Water Protection Area Updates 

 Update Information about the Source Water Protection Area including 
changes and/or updates to storm water drainage system, facilities, potential 
sources of contamination, educational activities, and SWP partners. 

Potential Sources of Contamination Inventory (PSOC) 

 List any areas of concern within your protection zones.  They can be tanks, 
commercial businesses, farms, empty lots, abandoned buildings, etc. 
 Date that the Contaminant Source Inventory was last updated 
 Compile a list of known chemicals stored in the protection areas that 

could pollute the water sources in case of an emergency spill. 

Good Housekeeping and Handling Practices  

 Conduct regular inspection of the protection area, identifying any areas that 
need attention or any major changes on the property. Note any new PSOCs.  

 Conduct community education about careful handling, use, storage and 
disposal of potentially dangerous chemicals to protect water supplies:  
 Proper use of fertilizer and pesticides can prevent storm water 

contamination. 
 Raise awareness about clean drinking water protection through outreach 

/education to any residents who use and store possible contaminants; 
such as motor oil, pesticides, fertilizers, and paint thinners.  

 List the information to be provided to customers or residents.________ 
_________________________________________________________ 

 

Maintenance Areas (Vehicles & Equipment) 

 Provide training to any employees or vendors on proper waste control, 
disposal, and spill cleanup procedures. Use waste exchanges with local 
businesses that can reduce disposal costs and quantities, and reduce the 
demand.  

 Disposal of greasy rags, oil filters, batteries, spent coolant and 
degreasers  

 Do not pour liquid waste down floor drains, sinks or outdoor storm drain 
inlets. 

 Do not dispose of old lead acid batteries, absorbents contaminated with 
chlorinated solvents (or other motor vehicle fluids), or used oil filters in 
the trash (dumpster). 

 Store all hazardous chemicals in an area sheltered from the elements. 

 
 



 Store cracked batteries in a non-leaking secondary container, and new 
batteries upright in a secure covered location; check often for leaks. 

 Use funnels or pumps and drip pans when dispensing chemicals and 
keep all chemicals or wastes in sealed containers with tight fitting lids. 

 Determine whether or not a floor drain is connected to a septic system.  If so 
and it is located in an area that could receive leaks and spills, the drain 
should be plugged during chemical handling operations, or may need to be 
permanently closed. 

 Move/locate chemical storage as far from wells as possible. 
 Have spill absorbing material (cat litter or sawdust) available. 

Drinking Water Well(s) 

 Inspect well caps to ensure sanitary well caps are in place and locked. 
 Replace loose, cracked, or missing well caps with new insect and vermin 
proof, vented well caps. 

 Install backflow prevention devices on equipment such as boilers and 
dishwashers.  

 Install fencing or other form of protection around well to prevent 
contamination from residents, pets, or other animals. 

 Avoid the use of any possible contaminants around drinking water wells. 
These include pesticides, paint, motor oil, etc. 

Parking Areas 

 Use dry clean-up methods rather than hosing the parking areas. 
 During construction or repair, control storm water flow on parking lots by 
grading or paving the area away from wells. 

 Avoid using road salt for snow/ice removal, when possible; substitute with 
sand or gravel.  

 Encourage use of measures that minimize impervious cover in recharge 
areas such as pervious paving, biofiltration swales and islands, raingardens 
that cleanse stormwater off parking areas and help recharge groundwater  

Storage and Septic Tanks 

 Conduct regular inspection of tanks, noting any areas that may require 
maintenance or follow up inspection. 

 Place above-ground storage tanks on paved surfaces within secondary 
containment structures or use double walled tanks. Remove and properly 
dispose of any rainwater that accumulates in secondary containment area. 

 Perform preventive maintenance on the storage tanks and piping systems to 
detect potential leaks before they occur. Ensure that underground storage 
tanks are in compliance with leak detection requirements. 

 Train employees on proper material handling and spill cleanup techniques. 
 Use dry clean-up methods rather than hosing fueling and loading areas down. 
 If residential storage tanks, determine whether any incentive programs may 
be available to assist with replacing tanks. 

 Locate new tanks as far as possible from wells, surface water bodies and 
storm drains.  

 Look for signs of septic system failure in source water protection areas. 
 Educate residents on the signs of septic system failure, and the importance of 
reporting any septic issues. 

 Establish a regular pump out schedule for all septic tanks 

Other protection strategies: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



The following checklist contains protection strategies to be implemented with the assistance of SWP 
partners, focusing on educational endeavors in and around the protection areas. Please check the box 
beside each item that will be implemented, and provide a planned implementation date. Any desired or 
current strategies that are not listed may be added in the “Other Protection Strategies” section. Follow up 
on these items should be completed annually to ensure protection of the drinking water sources. 

 
 
 Suggested Drinking Water Source Protection Strategies  

(Please check the box beside each suggestion you feel appropriate, based on 
identified risk factors, that you plan to implement) 

Planned 
Implementation 

Date 

 
Public Education for Local Source Water Protection 

 List the areas where education and outreach may be beneficial to your 
operation: 

 Community Education Program for Residents 
 Community Education for Municipal Officials 
 Community Education Program for businesses in the SWP Area 
 School Education Program 
 Partnerships with watershed group, county, or state agencies  

Education for Residents 

 Distribute educational brochures and flyers on source water protection and 
potential contaminants 

 Host annual community picnic or workshop to get residents involved in 
implementing source water protection strategies. Review the best ways to 
eliminate and properly dispose household waste, and reduce potential 
contaminants on the property 

 List the educational materials that will be distributed, or community events to 
be attended: __________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Education for municipal officials 

 Provide municipal officials with copies of the protection zones to be used in 
future decision making and planning 

 Meet with municipal officials to review ongoing management strategies and 
ongoing issues in the protection area 

 List the educational materials that will be distributed, or community events to 
be attended: __________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Education for local businesses 

 Contact local business through phone calls or letters, making them aware of 
their location within a drinking water protection zone. Request to be made 
aware in the event of a hazardous spill or accident that could contaminate 
your drinking water 

 Initiate a waste exchange program with local businesses that can eliminate 
wastes being stored on site in a responsible way  

 List the educational materials that will be distributed, or community events to 
be attended: __________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 



Education for local schools 

 Distribute educational materials on source water protection and potential 
contaminants to local schools 

 Invite local students to tour the facility as a class, concentrating on the well 
and treatment areas. Show them what is required to provide clean, safe 
drinking water, and how preventative measures can help improve their water  

 List the educational materials that will be distributed, or community events to 
be attended: __________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Education for other groups and agencies 

 Provide environmental groups and county agencies with copies of the 
protection zones to be used in future decision making and planning 

 Provide emergency responders with copies of the protection zones to be 
used in the event of an accident or hazardous spill. Request to be informed if 
these events were to occur 

 Get residents involved and work with environmental groups on volunteer 
projects around the protection areas. Review ongoing issues and 
management strategies for each party for a more collaborative effort 

 List the educational materials that will be distributed, or community events to 
be attended: __________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Other protection strategies: 

 

 

 

 

  



 
The following checklist contains protection strategies to be implemented with the assistance of SWP 
partners, focusing on agricultural areas in and around the protection areas. Please check the box beside 
each item that will be implemented, and provide a planned implementation date. Any desired or current 
strategies that are not listed may be added in the “Other Protection Strategies” section. Follow up on 
these items should be completed annually to ensure protection of the drinking water sources. 

 
 
 Suggested Drinking Water Source Protection Strategies  

(Please check the box beside each suggestion you feel appropriate, based on 
identified risk factors, that you plan to implement) 

Planned 
Implementation 

Date 

 
Agricultural Land Use 

 Contact the County Conservation District for information on current 
agriculture practices in the source water protection area. 

 Support public education for farmers about water- friendly best management 
practices for agriculture activities within your protection zones. 

 Collaborate with the County Conservation District and/or the Bureau of 
Forestry to work with landowners and farmers to encourage buffer planting if 
possible and applicable to your area. 

Other protection strategies: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  





The following checklist contains protection strategies to be implemented with the assistance of SWP 
partners, focusing on commercial and industrial areas in and around the protection areas. Please check 
the box beside each item that will be implemented, and provide a planned implementation date. Any 
desired or current strategies that are not listed may be added in the “Other Protection Strategies” section. 
Follow up on these items should be completed annually to ensure protection of the drinking water 
sources. 

 
 
 Suggested Drinking Water Source Protection Strategies  

(Please check the box beside each suggestion you feel appropriate, based on 
identified risk factors, that you plan to implement) 

Planned 
Implementation 

Date 

 
Commercial/Industrial Land Use 

 Provide a copy of your protection zone map to the businesses, and explain 
the impact of spills or leaks on your drinking water. 

 Distribute your Watershed brochure to appropriate businesses within the 
zones. 

 Mark any stormwater discharge areas on your protection zone map. 
 Request notification in case of emergency, spill, or leak event. 
 Compile a list of known contaminants and chemicals that are generated or 
stored at sites in the protection areas. These can be helpful in the event of an 
emergency, spill, or leak. 

 Find out whether any local commercial or industrial facilities participate in 
waste exchanges. Some facilities, like auto shops, will accept discarded 
motor oil to be recycled. This may reduce the amount of hazardous waste 
stored by residents in the protection area. 

 Other protection strategies: 

Other protection strategies: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  





The following checklist contains protection strategies to be implemented with the assistance of SWP 
partners, focusing on transportation corridors in and around the protection areas. Please check the box 
beside each item that will be implemented, and provide a planned implementation date. Any desired or 
current strategies that are not listed may be added in the “Other Protection Strategies” section. Follow up 
on these items should be completed annually to ensure protection of the drinking water sources. 

 
 
 Suggested Drinking Water Source Protection Strategies  

(Please check the box beside each suggestion you feel appropriate, based on 
identified risk factors, that you plan to implement) 

Planned 
Implementation 

Date 

 
Transportation Corridors/ Spill Management 

 Establish/review spill response procedures. 

 Ensure public water system notification in spill event. This can be 
coordinated with local or county emergency response teams. Provide fire 
department and emergency responders with protection area maps for use in 
the event of a spill or leak. 

 Set up local/regional spill contact phone numbers 

 Construct spill containment/diversion structures at wellheads 

 Reduce the use of road salt and deicing materials. Collaborate with municipal 
and county road maintenance crews, and with caretakers of any private 
roads, to minimize the amount of road salt used and sediment that runs off 
from roads.  

Other protection strategies: 
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What can you do?

• Dispose of motor oil at a garage that will

recycle it. Never pour oil on the ground or in

a storm drain or sewer on the street.

• Pump out your septic system every two or

three years. Look under “Septic Tanks” in

the Yellow Pages to find a contractor.

• Bring household hazardous waste – such as

paint, varnishes, and other chemicals – to a

county waste collection site. Call ahead or

check the county website for dates.

• Minimize the use of pesticides and

herbicides on your lawn and garden.

• If you drill a new well, make sure the old one

is properly closed and abandoned.

• Do not dump swimming pool water into a

creek or storm drain at the end of the

season. If possible, direct the water into the

sanitary sewer. Otherwise, wait until the

chlorine diminishes and then direct pool

water onto grass, forest, or other natural

area.

• Remember: anything you throw or store on

the ground can find its way into the water

supply. Store and handle chemicals properly.

• Call the regional Department of

Environmental Protection office at 866-825-

0208 immediately if you observe a chemical

spill.

What is a Watershed? Ways to Help
A watershed is all the land that drains to the

same river or lake. Water travels from the highest

points at the watershed edge to the lowest point

at the bottom of the watershed. Wherever you

are, you are in a watershed!

When it rains, some water travels over the land

surface to the nearest stream or creek. This water

is called surface runoff or stormwater. As the

stormwater flows, it picks up any contaminants

lying on the surface – pesticides and fertilizer

from lawns, manure from farms, sediment from

construction sites, and oil and gas from roads.

Small streams join to form larger and larger

rivers, until the water – and any contaminants it is

carrying – reaches the final lake or river.

Some precipitation, instead of traveling over the

land, will percolate into the soil and reach the

groundwater. Similarly, the groundwater may pick

up nitrates from failing septic systems, gasoline

from leaky storage tanks, and industrial

chemicals from improper dumping. The

groundwater ultimately flows into one of the rivers

or lakes in the watershed.

CITIZEN’S GUIDE

Protecting Your 
Drinking Water

For more information
Pennsylvania DEP  www.dep.state.pa.us

Watershed Protection   http://water.epa.gov/type/watersheds/

Center for Watershed Protection  www.cwp.org

Drinking Water Wise www.drinkingwaterwise.org

Source Water Collaborative www.sourcewatercollaborative.org

American Waterworks Association: www.awwa.org

Water Resources Education Network (WREN) 

sourcewaterpa.org

Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park
Source Water Protection Program

This brochure is funded by the PA Department of 

Environmental Protection’s Source Water Protection 

Technical Assistance Program.

For more information:

Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park

123 North Main Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101

(717) 123-1234



A Message from 
Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park

Everyone uses local water sources every day,

but do you know where your water really

comes from?

The staff at PMHP work around the clock to

provide top quality water to every tap. They

work hard to protect your water resources,

which are the heart of your community, your

way of life and your children’s future. To

maintain a clean, dependable water supply,

they need your help!

This brochure was developed to make your

community aware of the importance of

protecting your water supply. Once a water

source becomes contaminated, the cleanup

often takes many years and can be very

expensive. It is in our community’s best

interest to take the proper precautions to

prevent contaminants from entering our water

supply.

Who is responsible for protecting your

drinking water? EVERYONE!

If you have any questions about source water

protection in your area, please contact the

PMHP office at (717) 123-1234 for more

information.

Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park obtains your drinking water from

four groundwater wells. Source water protection can help prevent your

drinking water from becoming polluted by managing possible sources of

contamination in the watershed. Everyone has an important part to play

in protecting drinking water – today and for the future. Source water

protection is a community effort – we hope you will read this and other

information forwarded to you, and help protect our water supply.

Why do water sources sometimes become polluted? A water supply

can become polluted when substances that are harmful to human health

enter the groundwater, rivers, reservoir, or springs. Common pollutants

include gasoline or oil from leaking tanks, nitrate and pesticides from

agriculture and lawns, pathogens from livestock and pet waste, salt from

winter road maintenance, and chemicals from industrial facilities. Once

drinking water is contaminated, it must be treated or abandoned as a

drinking water source. The expense of treating polluted water or finding a

new source of drinking water can be avoided through source water

protection.

Examples of Source Water Contamination

Source: USGS



Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park is working 

nonstop to provide our customers with a 

clean and reliable source of drinking water, 

and we could use your help! 

Steps to help us protect our 

water supplies

• Dispose of motor oil at a garage that will 

recycle it. Never pour oil on the ground or 

in a storm drain or sewer on the street.

• Bring household hazardous waste – such 

as paint, varnishes, and other chemicals 

to recycling facilities.  Check the Berks 

County website for details.

• Minimize the use of pesticides and 

herbicides on your lawn and garden.

• Do not dump swimming pool water into a 

creek or storm drain at the end of the 

season. If possible, direct the water into 

the sanitary sewer. Otherwise, wait until 

the chlorine diminishes and then direct 

water into grass, forest, or other natural 

area.

• Remember: Anything you throw or store 

on the ground can find its way into 

waterways.  Anything you flush down the 

toilet or rinse down a sink will end up in a 

waterway.  Store, handle and dispose of 

all chemicals properly.

• Call the Department of Environmental 

Protection at 866-825-0208 immediately 

if you observe a chemical spill.

• Stay tuned as PMHP develops a Source 

Water Protection Plan to better protect 

our water supplies!

What is Source Water 
Protection?

More Ways to Help

The goal of source water protection is
preventing contaminants from entering
waterways that serve as our drinking
water sources. Protecting our source
water from pollutants not only protects
our drinking water supplies, but it also
makes economic sense, as it can be
extremely costly to remove pollutants
from drinking water sources through
complex treatments. Protecting our
source water also helps protect the
natural environment by providing a
healthy habitat for countless species.

The source water for Pennsylvania
Mobile Home Park customers is from
local groundwater wells. To further
strengthen our source water protection
efforts, PMHP has volunteered to
participate in the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental
Protection’s Source Water Protection
Technical Assistance Program
(SWPTAP).

Through SWPTAP, a source water
protection plan will be developed for
the PMHP water system. The plan will
guide PMHP’s source water protection
efforts in the future. Once the plan is
complete, it will be available for
review, so that all PMHP customers can
learn how they can help assist our
source water protection efforts.

CITIZEN’S GUIDE

Proper Disposal of 
Pharmaceuticals

Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park
Source Water Protection Program

For more information:

Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park
123 North Main Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101
(717) 123-1234

This program is funded by the PA Department 
of Environmental Protection’s Source Water Protection 

Technical Assistance Program



A Message
from Pennsylvania Mobile 

Home Park Proper Disposal of Pharmaceuticals

We work around the clock
to provide top quality
water to every tap. It is a
task that we are proud of
and take very seriously.
We work hard to protect
our water resources, which
are the heart of our
community, our way of life
and our children’s future.

To maintain a clean, dependable water
supply, we need your help. This
brochure was developed to make our
community aware of the importance of
proper disposable of prescription
medications.

Please read this brochure carefully.
If you have any additional questions,
please refer to the federal guidelines,
cited in this brochure or contact
Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park at
717.123.1234.

• A few small steps can make a huge impact in safeguarding 
the environment.

• Take unused, unneeded, or expired prescription drugs out 
of their original containers and throw them in the trash.

• Mixing prescription drugs with an undesirable substance, 
such as sawdust or used coffee grounds or kitty litter, and 
putting them in impermeable, non-descript containers, 
such as empty cans or sealable bags, will further ensure 
the drugs are not diverted.

For more information on the proper disposal of pharmaceuticals:

National Take*Back Initiative
http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/takeback/

The Office of National Drug Control Website 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp

The Smarxt Disposal Campaign
http://www.smarxtdisposal.net

• Flush prescription drugs down the toilet only if the label or accompanying patient 
information specifically instructs doing so.

• If available, take advantage of community pharmaceutical take-back programs        
that allow the public to bring unused drugs to a central location for proper 
disposal. 



DO dispose of motor oil at a garage that will 

recycle it. Never pour oil down the sink or in a storm 

drain or sewer on the street.

DO limit the use of household chemicals.  These 

substances can reduce the necessary bacteria that 

breaks down the waste solids.  Resulting sludge can 

clog the drainfield.

DON’T dispose of non-degradable solids in the 

system.  Examples include tissues, sanitary 

supplies, cigarette butts, and paper towels.  A 

buildup will clog the inlet and effluent pipes.

DO regularly check faucets and toilets for leaks.  

This extra drainage can overload your system.

DO substitute less toxic substances like baking 

soda or borax for household hazardous wastes like 

ammonia and other cleaners.  Use a phosphate-free 

laundry detergent.

DON’T clean paint brushes or dispose of paint 

into the septic system.  Both latex-based and oil-

based paint can clog the system and create 

problems.

Caring for Your System Do’s and Don’ts
Remember that the Homeowner is responsible 

for the care and maintenance of the septic 

system!  Here are some ideas to keep your 

system in top shape:

• Inspect the entire system every 1 to 3 years to 

ensure good working order.

• Pump the solids from the tank every three (3) 

years to avoid overfilling and failing tanks.

• Keep service and pumping records handy.

• Repair the system as soon as trouble signs 

appear, such as sluggish toilets, sewer odors, 

spongy ground around septic tank, or  raw 

sewage backups.

• Conserve water and follow directions to prevent 

malfunctions.

Visit the PA Department of Environmental 

Protection website for more information at 

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/watermg

t/wqp/wqp_wm/FACTS/pa1607.htm

HOMEOWNER’S GUIDE

Septic Systems Care 
and Maintenance

For more information

On-lot Sewage Program

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/watermgt/wqp/wqp_

wm/FACTS/pa1607.htm

On-lot System Operation and Maintenance

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/watermgt/wqp/wqp_

wm/facts/pa1608.htm

Date Company Service Comments

Septic System Maintenance Record

Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park
Source Water Protection Program 

This brochure is funded by the PA Department of 
Environmental Protections’ Source Water Protection 

Technical Assistance Program

For more information:
Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park
123 North Main Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101
(717) 123-1234



What is a Septic System? 

Households that are not on a public sewer

system use an on-lot septic system to

dispose of their wastewater. Household

wastewater contains all the wastes from our

homes, including toilet use, bathroom and

kitchen use, laundry, and other activities. It

contains human waste, detergents,

chemicals, grease, oils, and many other

substances. If not treated properly, these

substances can travel through soil and

potentially contaminate local waterways.

Most systems have three components:

• Septic Tank – Tanks can be constructed

from plastic, fiberglass, or concrete. Tank

size and specifications are determined by

state regulation, and systems are permitted

and approved by local agencies.

• Drainfield – a drainfield is constructed from

a series of perforated pipes buried in gravel-

filled trenches in the soil. When wastewater

enters the septic tank, an equal amount

(known as effluent) is forced into the

drainfield for treatment.

• Soil – the soil encompassing the trenches

treats the wastewater by allowing infiltration

of the liquids to neutralize most of the

pollutants. The effluent eventually is

incorporated into groundwater.

Why Should I Maintain My Septic System?

• Saves Money!Saves Money!Saves Money!Saves Money! Repairing or replacing a septic system can be very expensive.  

Inspecting and pumping the system every 3 years helps keep the components working 

correctly.

• Protects Your Health!Protects Your Health!Protects Your Health!Protects Your Health! Bacteria and viruses are found in the wastewater, and a 

functional septic system removes most of the organisms during treatment.

• Protects the Environment!Protects the Environment!Protects the Environment!Protects the Environment! What goes into your septic system may end up in your 

drinking water source.  Refrain from using cleaners and other chemicals that may eventually 

be discharged from your system and soak into the ground.

Example of Typical Septic System

Photo courtesy of 

Infiltrator Systems, Inc.



What can you do?

• Dispose of motor oil at a garage that will 

recycle it. Never pour oil on the ground or in 

a storm drain or sewer on the street.

• Purchase alternative products that contain 

fewer hazardous ingredients.

• Use only as much as you need, and use up 

the product completely.

• Minimize the use of pesticides and 

herbicides on your lawn and garden.  Use 

biodegradable products when available.

• Do not pour used or unused chemicals or 

paints down the drain or flush in the toilet.  

• Use water-based paints if possible. Sweep 

up dust and paint chips from sanding or 

stripping activities.

• NEVER mix leftover chemicals with other 

materials.

• Make sure all chemicals are properly labeled 

and stored away from children and pets.

• Contact your county solid waste department 

for HHW collection events in your area.

• Remember: anything you throw or store on 

the ground can find its way into the 

groundwater. Store and handle chemicals 

properly.

What is a Watershed? Ways to Help

A watershed is all the land that drains to the 

same river or lake. Water travels from the highest 

points at the watershed edge to the lowest point 

at the bottom of the watershed. Wherever you 

are, you are in a watershed!

When it rains, some water travels over the land 

surface to the nearest stream or creek. This water 

is called surface runoff or stormwater. As the 

stormwater flows, it picks up any contaminants 

lying on the surface – pesticides and fertilizer 

from lawns, manure from farms, sediment from 

construction sites, and oil and gas from roads. 

Small streams join to form larger and larger 

rivers, until the water – and any contaminants it is 

carrying – reaches the water sources.

Some precipitation, instead of traveling over the 

land, will percolate into the soil and reach the 

groundwater. Similarly, the groundwater may pick 

up nitrates from failing septic systems, gasoline 

from leaky storage tanks, and industrial 

chemicals from improper dumping. The 

groundwater ultimately flows into one of the rivers 

or lakes in the watershed.

CITIZEN’S GUIDE

Proper Disposal of 
Household Hazardous 

Waste

Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park
Source Water Protection Program

This brochure is funded by the PA Department of 
Environmental Protection’s Source Water Protection 

Technical Assistance Program

For more information:
Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park
123 North Main Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101
(717) 123-1234

For more information

Check Dauphin County’s website for 

programs available.



Remember, it’s not just 
toxic to you!

How does drinking water sometimes become polluted?
Your drinking water may become polluted when substances that are
harmful to human health enter the groundwater or surface source,
like a lake or reservoir. Common pollutants include gasoline or oil
from leaking tanks, homeowner lawn and garden activities , salt from
winter road maintenance, and other chemicals from stormwater
runoff. Once water is contaminated, it must be treated or abandoned
as a drinking water source. The expense of treating polluted water or
finding a new source of drinking water can be avoided through
source water protection.

Examples of Household Hazardous Wastes

Did you know that many household

products are dangerous to our

children, pets, and the

environment? Household cleaners,

lawn and garden chemicals,

gasoline, antifreeze, and many

other substances need to be stored

and disposed of properly.

When Household Hazardous

Waste (HHW) makes its way into

the environment, plants, animals,

and humans can all be affected.

Never throw away these materials

into the trash or flushed down a

drain.

All the items listed in this brochure

should be carefully handled and

disposed of according to directions.

Check for HHW collection events

sponsored by your municipality or

the county government.

� Latex and oil-based paint

� Vehicle fluids like gasoline, 

used motor oil, and antifreeze

� Lawn & garden fertilizers, 

pesticides, and herbicides

� Pool Chemicals

� Solvents

� Household cleaners

� Electronic devices 

� Asphalt and driveway sealants

� Ammunition

� Vehicle batteries

� Lithium/NiCad batteries

� Outdated or unused 

pharmaceuticals



What can you do?

• Dispose of used motor oil at a garage that

will recycle it. Never pour oil on the ground

or in a storm drain on the street.

• Minimize the use of pesticides and

herbicides on your lawn and garden. Use

biodegradable products when available.

• Do not pour unwanted pharmaceuticals or

unused chemicals or paints down the drain

or flush in the toilet. Take your

pharmaceuticals to a collection area to avoid

use by others.

• Participate in community cleanup events or

planting projects.

• Contact your county solid waste department

for Household Hazardous Waste collection

events in your area.

• Clean up after your pet. Pet waste contains

bacteria and other pathogens that can make

its way into waterways through rain or snow

melt.

• If you have an on-lot septic system, inspect it

and arrange for pump-out every three years,

or according to local ordinances.

• Remember: anything you throw or store on

the ground can find its way into the

groundwater. Store and handle chemicals

properly.

What is a Watershed? Other Ways to Protect 
Your Drinking Water

A watershed is all the land that drains to the 

same river or lake. Water travels from the highest 

points at the watershed edge to the lowest point 

at the bottom of the watershed. Wherever you 

are, you are in a watershed!

When it rains, some water travels over the land 

surface to the nearest stream or creek. This water 

is called surface runoff or stormwater. As the 

stormwater flows, it picks up any contaminants 

lying on the surface – pesticides and fertilizer 

from lawns, manure from farms, sediment from 

construction sites, and oil and gas from roads. 

Small streams join to form larger and larger 

rivers, until the water – and any contaminants it is 

carrying – reaches the water sources.

Some precipitation, instead of traveling over the 

land, will percolate into the soil and reach the 

groundwater. Similarly, the groundwater may pick 

up nitrates from failing septic systems, gasoline 

from leaky storage tanks, and industrial 

chemicals from improper dumping. The 

groundwater may supply your drinking water 

wells, and ultimately flows into one of the rivers or 

lakes in the watershed.

HOMEOWNER’S GUIDE

Tips for Residential 
Heating Oil Tank 

Owners

Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park
Source Water Protection Program

This brochure is funded by the PA Department of 
Environmental Protection’s Source Water Protection 

Technical Assistance Program

For more information:
Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park
123 North Main Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101
(717) 123-1234

For more information on recycling 

programs:

Check the Dauphin County Solid Waste 

Authority website for programs available.



The Costs of Cleanup

How does drinking water sometimes become polluted?
Your drinking water may become polluted when substances that are
harmful to human health enter the groundwater or surface source,
like a lake or reservoir. Common pollutants include gasoline or oil
from leaking tanks, homeowner lawn and garden activities , salt from
winter road maintenance, and other chemicals from stormwater
runoff. Once water is contaminated, it must be treated or abandoned
as a drinking water source. The expense of treating polluted water or
finding a new source of drinking water can be avoided through
source water protection.

How can releases from residential tanks be prevented?

When heating oil or other materials

makes its way into the environment,

plants, animals, and humans can all be

affected. Leaking tanks can potentially

contaminate public water supplies,

private wells, contaminate soil, and

cause fire or explosion hazards.

Cleanups to tank owners can also be

very expensive. Owners of leaking

underground storage tanks are required

to clean up affected contaminated soil as

well as polluted groundwater or surface

water like creeks and streams.

If you notice a leak, it is in your best

interest to clean it up promptly and

properly to reduce expense, liability, and

the potential for contamination. Your

best bet is to prevent contamination by

monitoring and maintaining your tank.

Access these informative factsheets oat

www.depweb.state.pa.us KEYWORD

Tank Cleanup:
• Home Heating Oil Releases

• Leaking Underground Storage Tanks:

Controlling Cleanup Costs

• Prevention Tips (KEYWORD: Tank Tips)

� Routinely inspect the exterior of an 

aboveground tank and all attached 

equipment.

� Install spill and overfill prevention devices.

� Ensure that the tank address is clear and 

the fill line is marked, to help avoid accidental 

deliveries.

�Consider a secondary containment 

structure to prevent spills or leaks from 

entering the environment.

� Be sure to take out the fill pipe if removing 

a tank from inside your home.

� If you notice drips or leaks, or you are 

using more oil than normal, call a professional 

for a detailed inspection of your tank.

epa.gov

epa.gov

http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/


What is a Watershed?Protecting Our Drinking Water

A watershed is all the land that drains to the same

river or lake. Water travels from the highest points

at the watershed edge to the lowest point at the

bottom of the watershed. Wherever you are, you

are in a watershed!

When it rains, some water travels over the land

surface to the nearest stream or creek. This water

is called surface runoff or stormwater. As the

stormwater flows, it picks up any contaminants

lying on the surface – pesticides and fertilizer from

lawns, manure from farms, sediment from

construction sites, and oil and gas from roads.

Small streams join to form larger and larger rivers,

until the water – and any contaminants it is

carrying.

Some precipitation, instead of traveling over the

land, will percolate into the soil and reach the

groundwater. Similarly, the groundwater may pick

up these contaminants, which are then carried by

the groundwater into one of the rivers or lakes in

the watershed.

CITIZEN’S GUIDE

Agriculture and Your 
Drinking Water

Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park
Source Water Protection Program

This brochure was funded by the PA Department 
of Environmental Protection’s Source Water 

Protection Technical Assistance Program

For more information

Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park
123 North Main Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101
(717) 123-1234

Much of the Pennsylvania countryside is in agricultural operations, and plays a huge role

in our commonwealth’s production of food. Conversely, agriculture also has a huge

impact on the drinking water sources throughout the state. Farmers have a unique

challenge in balancing efficient operations with environmental stewardship. This

brochure is designed to provide information on various Best Management Practices

(BMPs) that can help reduce nutrients found in manure and sediment from row crops.

All agricultural producers are encouraged to seek assistance from their County

Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation Service for the installation

and implementation of these practices.



How Does Drinking Water 
Become Polluted?

Examples of Agriculture Practices That Reduce Pollution

Your drinking water may become
polluted when substances that are
harmful to human health enter the
groundwater or surface source, like
a lake or reservoir. Sometimes
pollutants like manure and
sediment from stormwater runoff
find their way into streams and
creeks. Once water is contaminated,
it must be treated or abandoned as
a drinking water source. The
expense of treating polluted water
or finding a new source of drinking
water can be avoided through
source water protection.

No-Till Planting 

and Contour Strips 

reduce loss of 

sediment through 

stormwater runoff.

Creek Crossings 

minimize animal 

access to streams, 

and reduces 

manure and 

sediment 

contamination.

Buffer Plantings  

along streams  and 

creeks help filter 

pollutants in 

stormwater runoff 

from getting into 

the water.

Streambank Fencing prevents 

animals from depositing manure 

into streams.  The fence also avoids 

destruction of the streambanks

that add sediment to the water.

Conservation and Nutrient 

Plans help farmers with 

sustainable operations while 

complying with Pennsylvania 

Chapter 102 and Act 38 

regulations.

For more information:

Natural Resources Conservation Service

http://www.pa.nrcs.usda.gov/

County Conservation District

http://pacd.org

Grazing Management helps 

maintain plant life on 

pasture lands, reducing soil 

loss during rain events or 

snow melts.

http://www.pa.nrcs.usda.gov/


Source Water Protection Talking Points:   

Discussing Source Water Protection Plan with Property Owner/Manager/Municipal Officials 

 

 

Understanding Risks and Developing Protection Strategies for Your Drinking Water Sources 

 

 

• In Pennsylvania, Source Water Protection is a voluntary program designed to help drinking water 

systems prevent contamination of their water source.  Though Source Water Protection is not regulated, 

it is in everyone’s best interest to have clean water. 

 

• A Source Water Protection Plan (SWPP) is the document that develops protection strategies as ways to 

reduce contamination as a public health issue.  The SWPP is comprised of a map that displays the area 

around a groundwater well or spring that is the most sensitive to contamination, identifies potential 

sources of contamination, and lists the protection strategies that can help reduce risks to drinking water 

sources. 

 

• In addition to the public health benefit, there is an economic benefit to implementing protection 

strategies, because replacing a drinking water source, installing treatment, or providing an alternate 

water supply are very expensive options for meeting drinking water standards if a source were to 

become contaminated.  

 

• For many small systems, the customers may be living in the wellhead protection area (the area that 

supplies recharge water to the well) and can play a large part in the protection of their drinking water 

sources by the daily actions they take.  For instance, pet waste or septic tank issues can be a potential 

problem for water quality. 

 

• Because the water operator may not be responsible for the activities that take place in the wellhead 

protection area, it is important that the operator coordinate the plan with the property owner/manager, 

explaining the possible risks and the steps that can be taken to reduce those risks. 

 

• Small behavior and property management changes can lead to large drinking water protection 

benefits. Providing awareness through public education, community rules, or the addition of 

simple management strategies that can be implemented in day-to-day operations can have a 

positive impact on clean water. 

 

• Partnerships with water system staff, residents, and property owners and municipal officials can also 

have a positive impact on other regulated programs like MS4s (Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 

Systems).  Many municipalities that are required to provide stormwater education and a Source Water 

Protection Program can assist with this program. 

 

• If emergency responders are aware of the location of drinking water wells and wellhead protection 

areas, they can be sure that actions are taken to help protect drinking water sources from accidental 

releases.  





VERSION 1 

{DATE} 

 

{OWNER NAME} 

{FACILITY NAME} 

{ADDRESS} 

 

RE: Potential Source of Contamination 

 Source Water Protection Program  

Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park 

Dauphin County, Pennsylvania 

  

Dear {OWNER NAME}: 

 

Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park (PMHP) has developed a source water protection plan 

that will safeguard the public water supply for years to come.  As part of this program, 

we generated a list of businesses, industries, and activities that we feel are potential 

sources of contamination (PSOCs) to the water supply.  Your property, located at 

{ADDRESS}, was identified as a PSOC.  Based on the activities conducted at your 

property, you have the potential to affect the quality of the public water supply.  This 

does not mean that you are currently contaminating the water supply – only that your 

property has the potential to contaminate. 

 

To protect the community water supply, PMHP asks that you continue to operate your 

site in an environmentally-conscious manner.  If a release of contaminants occurs at your 

facility, please contact PMHP and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 

Protection immediately so that appropriate steps can be taken to mitigate the 

environmental impact of the release and protect the drinking water supply. 

 

The source water protection plan is available at the PMHP office for your review.  If you 

have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me at (717) 123-1234. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park 



VERSION 2 

{DATE} 

 

{OWNER NAME} 

{FACILITY NAME} 

{ADDRESS} 

 

RE: YOU’RE INCREDIBLY IMPORTANT TO THE HEALTH OF OUR COMMUNITY 

 

Dear {OWNER NAME}: 

 

You wouldn’t believe how important you are to our water supply.  Your property was identified 

in a recently-completed study as having chemicals or processes that – if handled carelessly – 

could contaminate the local water supply.  As I explained, and before you worry too much, let me 

assure you that you are not being accused of doing anything wrong.  The Pennsylvania Mobile 

Home Park (PMHP) is just asking you to be aware, and continue operating your property 

in an environmentally-conscience manner. 
 

PMHP has completed a source water protection program for its water supply.  Your 

property was identified during the study as being what we call a “potential source of 

contamination (PSOC).”  That is a fancy way of saying that you use certain chemicals 

that, if they were handled inappropriately or spilled, could cause big problems in the 

water we provide to the community.  Here’s what you can do to make sure your 

neighborhood drinking water is safe: 
 

• Ensure your employees know the importance of handling chemicals appropriately.  

Reinforce the need to do things properly and not take short cuts that can lead to accidents.  

If everyone does the little things right, the big problems never occur. 

• Look for ways to reduce the possibility of spills and accidental releases with the 

chemicals you handle.  Remember an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure, and 

could save you money in the long run.  PMHP would be happy to assist you in 

identifying solutions if you request it. 

• Keep spill response materials handy.  The quickest response to a spill or release is often 

the most effective. 

• Finally, in the event of a spill or release, immediately contact PMHP and DEP.  DEP’s 

24-hour hotline number is 1-866-825-0208.  We can offer help and we can take measures 

to prevent damage to our drinking water, but the sooner we know the better. 

 

If you would like to see a complete copy of the source water protection plan, please stop 

by the PMHP office.  The plan is available for your review.  If you have any questions 

about this letter, I would be pleased to answer them.  PMHP’s phone number is (717) 

123-1234. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and doing your part to help keep our 

drinking water safe. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Pennsylvania Mobile Home Park 



  

 

Appendix C 

Guidance for Future Source Water 
Protection Efforts 
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READER NOTE: This brochure is only a guideline of potential funding sources.  It is not a guarantee 

that funds are available, or that funds will be received if requested. 

 

ABANDONED MINE DRAINAGE 
 

Abandoned Mine Drainage Technical Assistance Program 

Trout Unlimited works with local stakeholders to address abandoned mine drainage problems. TU can assist 

watershed groups, TU chapters, county conservation districts, and others throughout Pennsylvania with a variety of 

AMD projects. For more information, visit http://old.tu.org/conservation/abandoned-mines/free-amd-

technical-assistance-in-pa 

 

Abandoned Mine Drainage Abatement and Treatment Program 

The Commonwealth Financing Authority (CFA) Board of Directors approved a motion to accept applications 

requesting funding under the Abandoned Mine Drainage Abatement and Treatment Program which provides grants 

to restore and maintain stream reaches impaired by abandoned mine drainage and ultimately, to remove these 

streams from the Department of Environmental Resources Impaired Waters list. More information available at 

http://www.newpa.com/find-and-apply-for-funding/funding-and-program-finder/abandoned-mine-drainage-

abatement-and-treatment-program  

Growing Greener  

Growing Greener is the largest single investment of state funds in Pennsylvania's history to address Pennsylvania's 

critical environmental concerns of the 21st century. The funds are distributed among four state agencies: the 

Department of Agriculture to administer farmland preservation projects; the Department of Conservation and 

Natural Resources for state park renovations and improvements; the Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment 

Authority for water and sewer system upgrades; and the Department of Environmental Protection for watershed 

restoration and protection, abandoned mine reclamation, and abandoned oil and gas well plugging projects. More 

information can be found at: http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/growing_greener/13958 

Pennvest -– Non-Point Source 

Grant funding and low-interest loans are available for costs associated with brownfield remediation and 

redevelopment, greyfield development, acid mine drainage restoration projects, and estuary management 

programs.  For more information, visit the Pennvest website:   

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/programs/9322/non-point_source_projects/541851  

 

 

 

http://old.tu.org/conservation/abandoned-mines/free-amd-technical-assistance-in-pa
http://old.tu.org/conservation/abandoned-mines/free-amd-technical-assistance-in-pa
http://www.newpa.com/find-and-apply-for-funding/funding-and-program-finder/abandoned-mine-drainage-abatement-and-treatment-program
http://www.newpa.com/find-and-apply-for-funding/funding-and-program-finder/abandoned-mine-drainage-abatement-and-treatment-program
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/growing_greener/13958
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/programs/9322/non-point_source_projects/541851
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AGRICULTURE 

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 

The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) from the US Department of Agriculture is a voluntary 

land retirement program that helps agricultural producers protect environmentally sensitive land, decrease erosion, 

restore wildlife habitat, and safeguard ground and surface water. More information can be found at: 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=copr&topic=cep 

 

Penn State Cooperative Extension 

Penn State Extension offers practical how-to education and problem-solving assistance based on university 

research. We strive to help people make informed decisions to better their lives, businesses, and communities.  

Natural Resources information and publications on water, wetlands, Marcellus Shale, and Agriculture are available 

at http://extension.psu.edu/ 

 

Pennsylvania Natural  Resources Conservation Service (USDA) 

NRCS's natural resources conservation programs help people reduce soil erosion, enhance water supplies, improve 

water quality, increase wildlife habitat, and reduce damages caused by floods and other natural disasters. Public 

benefits include enhanced natural resources that help sustain agricultural productivity and environmental quality 

while supporting continued economic development, recreation, and scenic beauty. More information at: 

http://www.pa.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/  

Pennvest – Green Initiatives 

Grant funding and low-interest loans are available for costs associated with stormwater runoff issues, buffer 

plantings, and agricultural best management practices.  For more information, visit the Pennvest website:   

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/programs/9322/green_initiatives/541807  

Resource Enhancement and Protection Program 

The Resource Enhancement and Protection Program (REAP) is a program from the US Department of 

Agriculture.  REAP  allows farmers and businesses to earn tax credits in exchange for Best Management Practices 

(BMPs) on agricultural operations  that will enhance farm production and protect natural resources. The program is 

administered by the State Conservation Commission (Commission) and the tax credits will be granted by the 

Pennsylvania Department of Revenue. More information can be found 

at:   http://www.agriculture.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_2_24476_10297_0_43/AgWebsite/Pr

ogramDetail.aspx?name=Resource-Enhancement-and-Protection-(REAP)-&navid=12&parentnavid=0&palid=22& 

 

BROWNFIELDS 

Brownfields Assessment and Cleanup Cooperative Agreements 

The Brownfields Assessment and Cleanup Cooperative Agreements are two separate grant programs (assessment 

cleanup) administered by the EPA. To be eligible for funding, sites must meet the definition of brownfields found 

in CERCLA 101(39). The assessment grants can be utilized to inventory, characterize, assess, and conduct 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=copr&topic=cep
http://extension.psu.edu/
http://www.pa.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/programs/9322/green_initiatives/541807
http://www.agriculture.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_2_24476_10297_0_43/AgWebsite/ProgramDetail.aspx?name=Resource-Enhancement-and-Protection-(REAP)-&navid=12&parentnavid=0&palid=22&
http://www.agriculture.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_2_24476_10297_0_43/AgWebsite/ProgramDetail.aspx?name=Resource-Enhancement-and-Protection-(REAP)-&navid=12&parentnavid=0&palid=22&


Source Water Protection | Funding & Support Programs Page 5 
 

 

planning and community involvement projects related to brownfield sites. The cleanup grants can be utilized to 

carry out cleanup activities at specific sites owned by the applicant. 

For more information, visit http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/grant_info/index.htm 

 

Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 

DEP's Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields Program works in partnership with economic and industrial 

development associations, local governments and the business community to foster the cleanup and redevelopment 

of Pennsylvania's brownfields and other industrial sites. Remediating these often idle properties not only improves 

the environment, but gets them back into productive use. Access information at:  

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/environmental_cleanup___brownfields/6049  

Pennvest -– Non-Point Source 

Grant funding and low-interest loans are available for costs associated with brownfield remediation and 

redevelopment, greyfield development, acid mine drainage restoration projects, and estuary management 

programs.  For more information, visit the Pennvest website:   

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/programs/9322/non-point_source_projects/541851  

 

CONSERVATION and PLANNING 
 

Coldwater Heritage Partnership 

Coldwater Conservation Plans are useful in building local awareness and support for the long-term stewardship of 

coldwater streams and their surrounding watersheds. The plans are meant to identify potential problems and 

opportunities for stream conservation, and may often also lead to more detailed watershed studies or projects, 

ultimately improving the health of coldwater ecosystems.  Grants of approximately $6,000 will be awarded for the 

creation of a Coldwater Conservation plan that will ultimately conserve and protect the coldwater streams of 

Pennsylvania. Application can be accessed at: http://www.coldwaterheritage.org/grant-application-and-guidelines  

 

Conservation Tools 

This website has a series of tools available on 57 conservation topics.  A library of documents provides expert 

knowledge on a range of topics, and the networking tool helps organizations to find partners for their activities and 

projects.  Information can be accessed at http://conservationtools.org/libraries/1 

Community Conservation Partnership Program (C2P2) 

Through the Community Conservation Partnership Program, the Bureau of Recreation and Conservation offers a 

wide range of grants and technical assistance programs to help Pennsylvania communities and non-profits to plan, 

acquire and develop recreational facilities, greenways and trails, and heritage regions, and to conserve critical 

habitat, natural areas and open space. Eligible applicants include municipalities and municipal authorities, 

charitable and educational organizations that are tax exempt. More information can be found at: 

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/brc/grants/c2p2programguidance/index.htm  

 

http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/grant_info/index.htm
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/environmental_cleanup___brownfields/6049
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/programs/9322/non-point_source_projects/541851
http://www.coldwaterheritage.org/grant-application-and-guidelines
http://conservationtools.org/libraries/1
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/brc/grants/c2p2programguidance/index.htm
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County Planning Grants 

Besides grants for local recycling, planning and environmental protection programs, funding subsidizes state 

programs for recycling market development, public education, technical assistance and grants administration.  The 

website can be accessed at 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/financial_assistance/14065/home/589531 

 

Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program 

The Commonwealth Financing Authority (CFA) Board of Directors approved a motion to accept applications 

requesting funding under the Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program which provides grants for the planning, 

acquisition, development, rehabilitation and repair of greenways, recreational trails, open space, parks and 

beautification projects. Website: http://www.newpa.com/find-and-apply-for-funding/funding-and-program-

finder/greenways-trails-and-recreation-program-gtrp  

National Fish & Wildlife Foundation 

NFWF advances conservation through a variety of grant programs, both thematically geographically 

based.  These programs represent innovative partnerships between the public and private sectors to 

improve environmental stewardship, protect and manage critical habitats, develop innovative solutions to 

conservation challenges, and support vulnerable species and ecosystem.  Program information is 

available at: http://www.nfwf.org/whatwedo/grants/Pages/home.aspx  

Together Green Conservation Innovation Grants 

Together Green is a national program run by the Audubon Society, which supports creative, ambitious 

conservation partnerships that engage diverse communities and fins innovative solutions to environmental 

challenges. Project categories include: water, habitat, and energy conservation. Grant sizes typically range from 

$5,000 to $80,000.  For more information, visit:  http://www.togethergreen.org/grants  

 

TreeVitalize 

Responding to an alarming trend of the loss of trees in Pennsylvania’s metropolitan areas, TreeVitalize is a public-

private partnership to help restore tree cover, educate citizens about planting trees as an act of caring for our 

environment, and build capacity among local governments to understand, protect and restore their urban trees.  

Tree-lined streets make communities look great, and they also clean the air, provide shade to cool buildings and 

paved areas, increase property values and help control stormwater.  With its expansion statewide, TreeVitalize 

hopes to plant one million trees across the Commonwealth in the next five years. http://www.treevitalize.net/ 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 

Environmental Education Grants Program 

Through the Environmental Education Act of 1993, five percent of all pollution fines and penalties collected by 

the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) are set aside for environmental education. 

Through this program the DEP provides funding to schools, conservation districts, and other nonprofit 

organizations to improve environmental awareness among students and adults. The funding is used for a variety of 

projects including hands-on lessons for students, teacher training programs, and environmental education for 

residents. More information can be found at: 

http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/environmental_education/6013 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/financial_assistance/14065/home/589531
http://www.newpa.com/find-and-apply-for-funding/funding-and-program-finder/greenways-trails-and-recreation-program-gtrp
http://www.newpa.com/find-and-apply-for-funding/funding-and-program-finder/greenways-trails-and-recreation-program-gtrp
http://www.nfwf.org/whatwedo/grants/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.togethergreen.org/grants
http://www.treevitalize.net/
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/environmental_education/6013
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Educational Mini-Grants 

The PA Association of Conservation Districts offers mini-grants up to $2,000 to conservation districts for adult 

educational projects that offer new and innovative strategies for reducing and preventing  NPS Pollution. Projects 

stimulate a local awareness of water quality issues, promote the theme “We All Live Downstream,” and encourage 

citizen participation in activities to improve water quality in local watersheds.  More information at 

http://pacd.org/education/nps-section-319-education-office/2011npsgrantapp/ 

 

Watershed and Source Water Protection Education Grants 

The Water Resources Education Network’s  (WREN) Source Water Protection Program seeks to raise awareness 

and encourage Pennsylvania public water suppliers and communities to voluntarily implement source water 

protection in a practical, sustainable way through preventative and risk reduction activities, and appropriate land 

management strategies. The goal of the program  is to support development of local partnerships that will conduct 

community education to build an informed citizenry who adopt water-friendly environmental behaviors and will 

encourage local officials to take action and make decisions that protect drinking water resources and public health.  

For more information:  http://wren.palwv.org/grants/grants_wren.html  

FOREST MANAGEMENT 
 

Bureau of Forestry 

The Department of Conservation & Natural Resources plays an instrumental role in providing credible information 

about the conditions and status of Pennsylvania’s forest resources to industry, academia, other government 

agencies, and conservation organizations. The bureau is actively involved in public outreach on topics ranging 

from woodlot management to wildfire prevention, invasive species control and urban tree planting. To contact 

your District Forester, access:  http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/directory/districtoffice/index.htm  

Forest-to-Faucet Partnership  

This organization was established to enhance the awareness, understanding, and management of forests and water.  

Their primary focus is forest conservation that protects aquatic ecosystems and public water supplies.  Information 

on their Watershed Forest Management Information System can be accessed at http://www.forest-to-

faucet.org/projects_tools2.html 

Forestry Stewardship Council 

The Forestry Stewardship Council promotes responsible forest management and their certification program brings 

social, environmental, and economic benefits to the forest area.  Find out more at http://www.fsc.org/ 

USDA Forest Service Eastern Region  

This agency manages public lands in national forest and grasslands.  The Eastern Region (R9) covers 

Pennsylvania, including the Allegheny National Forest.  Find out more about forest and grassland health, and 

private and community forests at 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsinternet/!ut/p/c4/04_SB8K8xLLM9MSSzPy8xBz9CP0os3gjAwhwtDDw9_A

I8zPwhQoY6BdkOyoCAPkATlA!/?ss=1109&navtype=BROWSEBYSUBJECT&cid=null&navid=110000000000

000&pnavid=null&position=BROWSEBYSUBJECT&ttype=main&pname=Region%209-

%20About%20the%20Region 

http://pacd.org/education/nps-section-319-education-office/2011npsgrantapp/
http://wren.palwv.org/grants/grants_wren.html
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/directory/districtoffice/index.htm
http://www.forest-to-faucet.org/projects_tools2.html
http://www.forest-to-faucet.org/projects_tools2.html
http://www.fsc.org/
http://www.fs.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsinternet/!ut/p/c4/04_SB8K8xLLM9MSSzPy8xBz9CP0os3gjAwhwtDDw9_AI8zPwhQoY6BdkOyoCAPkATlA!/?ss=1109&navtype=BROWSEBYSUBJECT&cid=null&navid=110000000000000&pnavid=null&position=BROWSEBYSUBJECT&ttype=main&pname=Region%209-%20About%20the%20Region
http://www.fs.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsinternet/!ut/p/c4/04_SB8K8xLLM9MSSzPy8xBz9CP0os3gjAwhwtDDw9_AI8zPwhQoY6BdkOyoCAPkATlA!/?ss=1109&navtype=BROWSEBYSUBJECT&cid=null&navid=110000000000000&pnavid=null&position=BROWSEBYSUBJECT&ttype=main&pname=Region%209-%20About%20the%20Region
http://www.fs.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsinternet/!ut/p/c4/04_SB8K8xLLM9MSSzPy8xBz9CP0os3gjAwhwtDDw9_AI8zPwhQoY6BdkOyoCAPkATlA!/?ss=1109&navtype=BROWSEBYSUBJECT&cid=null&navid=110000000000000&pnavid=null&position=BROWSEBYSUBJECT&ttype=main&pname=Region%209-%20About%20the%20Region
http://www.fs.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsinternet/!ut/p/c4/04_SB8K8xLLM9MSSzPy8xBz9CP0os3gjAwhwtDDw9_AI8zPwhQoY6BdkOyoCAPkATlA!/?ss=1109&navtype=BROWSEBYSUBJECT&cid=null&navid=110000000000000&pnavid=null&position=BROWSEBYSUBJECT&ttype=main&pname=Region%209-%20About%20the%20Region
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MINING 

Active and Abandoned Mining Operations 

The DEP Bureau of Mining office is responsible for the policies and implementation of programs that 

regulate or impact mineral extraction, including oil, gas, industrial minerals, and coal.  The website can 

be accessed at http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/mining/6002 

OIL and GAS MANAGEMENT 
 

Marcellus Shale Documents from EPA Region III (PA)    

Access at:  

http://nlquery.epa.gov/epasearch/epasearch?typeofsearch=epa&filterclause=(inurl:"epa.gov/compliance"%20OR%

20inurl:"epa.gov/environmentaljustice"%20OR%20inurl:"epa.gov/fugitives"%20OR%20inurl:"epa.gov/tips")%20

&max_results=100&referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwater.epa.gov%2Flearn%2Ftraining%2Fwacademy%2Findex.cfm

&result_template=epafiles_default.xsl&areaname=null&areapagehead=epafiles_pagehead&areapagefoot=epafiles

_pagefoot&areasidebar=search_sidebar&stylesheet=s/epa.css&sort=term_relevancy&faq=yes&results_per_page=

10&cluster=both&sessionid=C04D041A801E2FC6A47975709C3F2E82&querytext=marcellus%20shale%20site:

www.epa.gov/region03/marcellus_shale 

Oil & Gas State Programs 

DEP’s Bureau of Oil and Gas Management is responsible for the statewide oil and gas conservation and 

environmental programs to facilitate the safe exploration, development, recovery of Pennsylvania's oil and gas 

reservoirs in a manner that will protect the commonwealth's natural resources and the environment. The bureau 

develops policy and programs for the regulation of oil and gas development and production pursuant to the Oil and 

Gas Act, the Coal and Gas Resource Coordination Act, and the Oil and Gas Conservation Law; oversees the oil 

and gas permitting and inspection programs; develops statewide regulation and standards; conducts training 

programs for industry; and works with the Interstate Oil & Gas Compact Commission and the Technical Advisory 

Board.  Website: http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/oil___gas/6003 

 

Orphan or Abandoned Well Plugging Program 

Act 13 of 2012 establishes the Marcellus Legacy Fund and allocates funds to the Commonwealth Financing 

Authority for funding orphan or abandoned well plugging projects. Pennsylvania has hundreds of thousands of oil 

and gas wells drilled since 1859. This program provides a mechanism to plug abandoned and orphaned wells that 

have the potential to cause health, safety or environmental concerns. Website:http://www.newpa.com/find-and-

apply-for-funding/funding-and-program-finder/orphan-or-abandoned-well-plugging-program-oawp  

Penn State Cooperative Extension 

Penn State Extension offers practical how-to education and problem-solving assistance based on university 

research. We strive to help people make informed decisions to better their lives, businesses, and communities.  

Natural Resources information and publications on water, wetlands, Marcellus Shale, and Agriculture are available 

at http://extension.psu.edu/ 

 

http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/mining/6002
http://nlquery.epa.gov/epasearch/epasearch?typeofsearch=epa&filterclause=(inurl:%22epa.gov/compliance%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/environmentaljustice%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/fugitives%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/tips%22)%20&max_results=100&referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwater.epa.gov%2Flearn%2Ftraining%2Fwacademy%2Findex.cfm&result_template=epafiles_default.xsl&areaname=null&areapagehead=epafiles_pagehead&areapagefoot=epafiles_pagefoot&areasidebar=search_sidebar&stylesheet=s/epa.css&sort=term_relevancy&faq=yes&results_per_page=10&cluster=both&sessionid=C04D041A801E2FC6A47975709C3F2E82&querytext=marcellus%20shale%20site:www.epa.gov/region03/marcellus_shale
http://nlquery.epa.gov/epasearch/epasearch?typeofsearch=epa&filterclause=(inurl:%22epa.gov/compliance%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/environmentaljustice%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/fugitives%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/tips%22)%20&max_results=100&referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwater.epa.gov%2Flearn%2Ftraining%2Fwacademy%2Findex.cfm&result_template=epafiles_default.xsl&areaname=null&areapagehead=epafiles_pagehead&areapagefoot=epafiles_pagefoot&areasidebar=search_sidebar&stylesheet=s/epa.css&sort=term_relevancy&faq=yes&results_per_page=10&cluster=both&sessionid=C04D041A801E2FC6A47975709C3F2E82&querytext=marcellus%20shale%20site:www.epa.gov/region03/marcellus_shale
http://nlquery.epa.gov/epasearch/epasearch?typeofsearch=epa&filterclause=(inurl:%22epa.gov/compliance%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/environmentaljustice%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/fugitives%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/tips%22)%20&max_results=100&referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwater.epa.gov%2Flearn%2Ftraining%2Fwacademy%2Findex.cfm&result_template=epafiles_default.xsl&areaname=null&areapagehead=epafiles_pagehead&areapagefoot=epafiles_pagefoot&areasidebar=search_sidebar&stylesheet=s/epa.css&sort=term_relevancy&faq=yes&results_per_page=10&cluster=both&sessionid=C04D041A801E2FC6A47975709C3F2E82&querytext=marcellus%20shale%20site:www.epa.gov/region03/marcellus_shale
http://nlquery.epa.gov/epasearch/epasearch?typeofsearch=epa&filterclause=(inurl:%22epa.gov/compliance%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/environmentaljustice%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/fugitives%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/tips%22)%20&max_results=100&referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwater.epa.gov%2Flearn%2Ftraining%2Fwacademy%2Findex.cfm&result_template=epafiles_default.xsl&areaname=null&areapagehead=epafiles_pagehead&areapagefoot=epafiles_pagefoot&areasidebar=search_sidebar&stylesheet=s/epa.css&sort=term_relevancy&faq=yes&results_per_page=10&cluster=both&sessionid=C04D041A801E2FC6A47975709C3F2E82&querytext=marcellus%20shale%20site:www.epa.gov/region03/marcellus_shale
http://nlquery.epa.gov/epasearch/epasearch?typeofsearch=epa&filterclause=(inurl:%22epa.gov/compliance%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/environmentaljustice%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/fugitives%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/tips%22)%20&max_results=100&referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwater.epa.gov%2Flearn%2Ftraining%2Fwacademy%2Findex.cfm&result_template=epafiles_default.xsl&areaname=null&areapagehead=epafiles_pagehead&areapagefoot=epafiles_pagefoot&areasidebar=search_sidebar&stylesheet=s/epa.css&sort=term_relevancy&faq=yes&results_per_page=10&cluster=both&sessionid=C04D041A801E2FC6A47975709C3F2E82&querytext=marcellus%20shale%20site:www.epa.gov/region03/marcellus_shale
http://nlquery.epa.gov/epasearch/epasearch?typeofsearch=epa&filterclause=(inurl:%22epa.gov/compliance%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/environmentaljustice%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/fugitives%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/tips%22)%20&max_results=100&referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwater.epa.gov%2Flearn%2Ftraining%2Fwacademy%2Findex.cfm&result_template=epafiles_default.xsl&areaname=null&areapagehead=epafiles_pagehead&areapagefoot=epafiles_pagefoot&areasidebar=search_sidebar&stylesheet=s/epa.css&sort=term_relevancy&faq=yes&results_per_page=10&cluster=both&sessionid=C04D041A801E2FC6A47975709C3F2E82&querytext=marcellus%20shale%20site:www.epa.gov/region03/marcellus_shale
http://nlquery.epa.gov/epasearch/epasearch?typeofsearch=epa&filterclause=(inurl:%22epa.gov/compliance%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/environmentaljustice%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/fugitives%22%20OR%20inurl:%22epa.gov/tips%22)%20&max_results=100&referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwater.epa.gov%2Flearn%2Ftraining%2Fwacademy%2Findex.cfm&result_template=epafiles_default.xsl&areaname=null&areapagehead=epafiles_pagehead&areapagefoot=epafiles_pagefoot&areasidebar=search_sidebar&stylesheet=s/epa.css&sort=term_relevancy&faq=yes&results_per_page=10&cluster=both&sessionid=C04D041A801E2FC6A47975709C3F2E82&querytext=marcellus%20shale%20site:www.epa.gov/region03/marcellus_shale
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/oil___gas/6003
http://www.newpa.com/find-and-apply-for-funding/funding-and-program-finder/orphan-or-abandoned-well-plugging-program-oawp
http://www.newpa.com/find-and-apply-for-funding/funding-and-program-finder/orphan-or-abandoned-well-plugging-program-oawp
http://extension.psu.edu/
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SOURCE WATER and WATERSHED PROTECTION 
 

American Water Environmental Grants 

Environmental Grant Program offers funds for innovative, community-based environmental projects that improve, 

restore or protect the watersheds, surface water and/or groundwater supplies in our local communities. We are 

pleased to offer this modest assistance to our community partners, while leveraging local resources and capabilities 

to make a positive impact on the environment.  Visit http://www.amwater.com/paaw/ensuring-water-

quality/environmental-grants-program.html for more information. 

 
Center for Watershed Protection 

Stormwater, forestry, wetlands, and Chesapeake Bay information is available at this site.  Free downloads, fact 

sheets, and outreach materials are available at http://www.cwp.org/online-watershed-library-owl 

Citizens Volunteer Monitoring 

Information on designing a monitoring program, developing a citizens group, and a directory of current 

volunteers are available at:  

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=554213&mode=2 

Coastal Resources Management Program 

The DEP sponsors a program for the reduction of non-point source contamination in the Schuylkill River and Erie 

Watersheds.  The Coastal Resources Management Program (CRM) receives funding from the National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to administer the program and provide grants to local governments, 

state agencies and nonprofit organizations to undertake projects in the coastal zones. More information can be 

found at: http://www.dep.state.pa.us/river/grants/grants.htm 

Consortium for Scientific Assistance to Watersheds (C-SAW) 

C-SAW representatives provide technical assistance to eligible organizations in watershed assessments, 

monitoring design and protocol, GIS mapping support, quality-control assistance, and many other topics.  Funding 

is supported through a PADEP Growing Greener grant, administered by the regional Resource Conservation & 

Development councils.  More information can be found at http://pa.water.usgs.gov/csaw 

 

 

 

Groundwater Foundation  

GF is a non-profit organization that helps people understand the importance of groundwater. The Groundwater 

Foundation also offers programs and ideas for citizens everywhere to make a difference in keeping groundwater 

safe and plentiful! Their Groundwater Guardian designation program is a free national recognition program 

supports, recognizes, and connects communities taking action to protect groundwater. Communities enter the 

program by establishing local Groundwater Guardian teams. These teams implement groundwater protection 

activities, document progress and earn “Groundwater Guardian” designation on an annual basis.    

www.groundwater.org 

http://www.amwater.com/paaw/ensuring-water-quality/environmental-grants-program.html
http://www.amwater.com/paaw/ensuring-water-quality/environmental-grants-program.html
http://www.cwp.org/online-watershed-library-owl
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=554213&mode=2
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/river/grants/grants.htm
http://pa.water.usgs.gov/csaw
http://www.groundwater.org/
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Growing Greener  

Growing Greener is the largest single investment of state funds in Pennsylvania's history to address Pennsylvania's 

critical environmental concerns of the 21st century. The funds are distributed among four state agencies: the 

Department of Agriculture to administer farmland preservation projects; the Department of Conservation and 

Natural Resources for state park renovations and improvements; the Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment 

Authority for water and sewer system upgrades; and the Department of Environmental Protection for watershed 

restoration and protection, abandoned mine reclamation, and abandoned oil and gas well plugging projects. More 

information can be found at: http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/growing_greener/13958 

 

Household Hazardous Waste Collection 

Provides reimbursement to registered sponsors of collection programs for household hazardous waste, electronics, 

and tires (but not tire pile cleanups). Reimbursement available for up to 50 percent of eligible costs. Eligible costs 

typically include collection, transportation and management of the wastes plus education programs. Find out more: 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/financial_assistance/14065/home/589531 

 

Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful 

In 2010 Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful merged with a similar organization, PA CleanWays, to form a new non-

profit organization dedicated to empowering people who are ready to take action against illegal dumping and 

littering in their communities. They are the state affiliate of Keep America Beautiful, Inc., the largest volunteer-

based community action and education program. Keep PA Beautiful’s vision is a clean and beautiful Pennsylvania. 

They work towards that vision using their guiding principles: educating the community, instilling a sense of 

individual responsibility, encouraging public-private partnerships in community improvement, and engaging 

volunteer action. More information can be found at: http://www.keeppabeautiful.org/ 

 

Monitoring and Assessing Water Quality - Volunteers 

Volunteer water monitors build community awareness of pollution problems, help identify and restore problem 

sites, become advocates for their watersheds and increase the amount of needed water quality information 

available on our waters.  Information found at: http://water.epa.gov/type/rsl/monitoring/ 

Pennsylvania Lake Management Society 

Grants from the Pennsylvania Lake Management Society are intended to offer assistance to landowners, non-

profits, and municipalities to address lake-related issues of critically eroded shorelines, excess nutrient loading, 

and aquatic invasive species that degrade the quality of lakes in the Commonwealth. Grants will be offered on a 

competitive basis of up to $24,000 each to correct identified lake problems. More information can be found at:  

http://www.palakes.org/  

 

PA Organization for Watersheds and Rivers (POWR) 

POWR advocates for the protection, restoration and enjoyment of our common wealth of water resources, and 

conducts programs that foster stewardship, communication, leadership and action.  The website provides 

information on river conservation planning and has a web-based repository of local watershed monitoring data.  

Information may be accessed at: http://pawatersheds.org/home/projects/ 

 

http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/growing_greener/13958
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/financial_assistance/14065/home/589531
http://www.keeppabeautiful.org/
http://water.epa.gov/type/rsl/monitoring/
http://www.palakes.org/
http://pawatersheds.org/home/projects/
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Pennvest -– Non-Point Source 

Grant funding and low-interest loans are available for costs associated with brownfield remediation and 

redevelopment, greyfield development, acid mine drainage restoration projects, and estuary management 

programs.  For more information, visit the Pennvest website:   

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/programs/9322/non-point_source_projects/541851  

 

Stormwater Management 

General information on stormwater management and regulations can be found through the DEP Bureau of Point 

and Non-Point Source Management at:  

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/stormwater_management/21377  

 

Source Water Collaborative 

This site is a web forum about where America’s safe drinking water begins – the lakes, streams, rivers and aquifers 

we tap for public water systems. We are a web portal of the Source Water Collaborative, 23 national organizations 

united to protect America’s sources of drinking water.  http://www.sourcewatercollaborative.org/  

 

Urban Waters Small Grants 

The goal of these Urban Waters Small Grants is to fund research, studies, training, and demonstration projects that 

will advance the restoration of urban waters by improving water quality through activities that also support 

community revitalization and other local priorities. The funding is part of EPA’s Urban Waters program, which 

supports communities in their efforts to access, improve, and benefit from their urban waters and the surrounding 

land. http://www.epa.gov/urbanwaters/funding/  

 

Watershed Academy  

This EPA training program offers more than 50 self-paced training modules that provide a broad introduction to 

the watershed management field.  http://water.epa.gov/learn/training/wacademy/index.cfm 

 

Watershed Restoration Action Strategies 

Watershed Restoration Actions Strategies (WRAS's) were developed in cooperation with federal, state and local 

agencies, watershed-based organizations and the public for those watersheds most in need of restoration. WRAS's 

are described as plans to restore watersheds that do not meet clean water, natural resource and public health goals. 

watersheds most in need of restoration as identified in Pennsylvania's Unified Watershed Assessment and for 

which WRAS's have been developed. WRAS's are dynamic documents that will be updated regularly as more 

information becomes available and as remediation measures are implemented and water quality improvements are 

documented.  Access at: http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=554276&mode=2 

Watershed Restoration and Protection Program 

Act 13 of 2012 establishes the Marcellus Legacy Fund and allocates funds to the Commonwealth Financing 

Authority for watershed restoration and protection projects. The overall goal of the Watershed Restoration and 

Protection Program (WRPP) is to restore, and maintain restored stream reaches impaired by the uncontrolled 

discharge of nonpoint source polluted runoff, and ultimately to remove these streams from the Department of 

Environmental Protection’s Impaired Waters list.  More information at:  http://www.newpa.com/find-and-apply-

for-funding/funding-and-program-finder/watershed-restoration-and-protection-program-wrpp 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/programs/9322/non-point_source_projects/541851
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/stormwater_management/21377
http://www.sourcewatercollaborative.org/
http://www.epa.gov/urbanwaters/funding/
http://water.epa.gov/learn/training/wacademy/index.cfm
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=554276&mode=2
http://www.newpa.com/find-and-apply-for-funding/funding-and-program-finder/watershed-restoration-and-protection-program-wrpp
http://www.newpa.com/find-and-apply-for-funding/funding-and-program-finder/watershed-restoration-and-protection-program-wrpp
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TECHNOLOGY ASSISTANCE 
 

DEP Technology Tools 

DEP makes use of the latest technology to more effectively involve the public in its decision-making process. 

Tools such as eNotice, an electronic notification system, allow users to track permit applications, check the status 

of environmental regulations and notify users of technical guidance document postings. The department’s 

eLibrary provides online access to key documents In both Microsoft Word and Adobe PDF formats. And 

Mapping / GIS tools allow DEP to display environmentally relevant data to contractors and the public.  Links to 

these tools are found at: http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/tools/6014 

 

ESRI Conservation Program 

The ESRI Conservation Program is the non-profit support arm of the Environmental Systems Research Institute 

(ESRI). Through donations, we have helped to create and develop spatial analysis, computer mapping and 

geographic information systems (GIS) capability among thousands of non-profit organizations and individual 

projects of all sizes and types worldwide.  Access information at: http://www.conservationgis.org/  

TechGrants 

TechFoundation manages the TechGrant Program. It is a flexible program and total funding will depend upon the 

nature and quality of the application pool. 2013 Grants will range from $5,000 to $25,000 (all in cash) per grantee. 

In order to apply for a TechGrant, your organization must have IRS 501(c)(3) public charity status and be current 

on Guidestar. Funds may be used for hardware, software, or services. No overhead is allowable.  Guidelines are 

available at: https://www.research.net/s/TechGrants-2013-Application  

TRANSPORTATION CORRIDORS 

Dirt & Gravel Road Maintenance 

The Center for Dirt and Gravel Road Studies is an independently-funded non-profit entity under Penn State 

University. The Center specializes in education, outreach, research, and project oversight related to the 

Environmentally Sensitive Maintenance of unpaved roads and trails. These "ESM" practices stress long-term 

solutions to create more environmentally and economically sustainable unpaved roads.  More information 

available at http://www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu/  

 

Green Highways Partnership  

The Green Highways Partnership (GHP) is a voluntary, public/private initiative that is revolutionizing our nation's 

transportation infrastructure.  Through concepts such as integrated planning, regulatory flexibility, and market-

based rewards, GHP seeks to incorporate environmental streamlining and stewardship into all aspects of the 

highway lifecycle. http://www.greenhighwayspartnership.org/index.php 

 

 

  

http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/tools/6014
http://www.conservationgis.org/
https://www.research.net/s/TechGrants-2013-Application
http://www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu/
http://www.greenhighwayspartnership.org/index.php
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CHESAPEAKE BAY WATERSHED 

Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative 

This initiative was authorized by the federal Farm Bill in 2008. The initiative offers technical and financial 

assistance to producers to install agricultural practices to help control erosion and to minimize excess nutrients and 

sediments. Projects eligible include crop residue management, crop nutrient management, manure management, 

cover crops, buffers, riparian forest buffers, and streamside fencing.  Interested parties should contact their local 

NRCS or Conservation District office. For more information, visit: 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/programs/farmbill/?cid=stelprdb1047323 

 

Bay Watersheds Education and Training (B-WET) Program 

The Bay Watershed Education and Training Program is administered by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration. The program funds high-quality K-12 environmental education programs, fosters the growth of 

new, innovative programs, and encourages capacity building and partnership development for environmental 

education programs throughout the watershed. Approximately $3.5 million was available in FY2011. Typical 

awards range between $50,000 and $200,000 annually. More information can be found at 

http://chesapeakebay.noaa.gov/bwet 

 

 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation 

Looking for information about the Bay region of Pennsylvania? Whether you are a citizen, a student, or a teacher, 

CBF can provide the help you need. For background on Bay topics, download fact sheets, maps, and other 

publications at http://www.cbf.org/home 

 

Chesapeake Bay Stewardship Fund 

The Chesapeake Bay Stewardship Fund is administered by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. The 

program supports projects in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed that address watershed conservation, planning, and 

restoration. Median project awards are between $25,000 and $35,000. More information can be found at 

http://www.nfwf.org/chesapeake/Pages/home.aspx 

 

 

Forestry for the Bay 

Forestry for the Bay is a free, voluntary membership program made up of small and medium sized landowners 

who are interested in actively conserving their woodland or want to restore woods to their property.  The purpose 

is to promote sound forest management practices as a way to increase the vitality of the region's woodlands and 

improve the health of local streams, rivers and the Chesapeake Bay.  The goal of the program is to educate 

landowners about the connection between healthy woodlands & clean water and that the healthiest woods are 

managed. The number of private woodland owners in this region is increasing rapidly as forestry budgets to 

address their needs are shrinking. Forestry for the Bay is intended to help fill that service gap. 

http://www.forestryforthebay.org/ 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/programs/farmbill/?cid=stelprdb1047323
http://chesapeakebay.noaa.gov/bwet
http://www.cbf.org/home
http://www.nfwf.org/chesapeake/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.forestryforthebay.org/
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WESTERN and CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA 

Western Pennsylvania Conservancy/Dominion Watershed Mini Grants (Western Pennsylvania) 

The Western Pennsylvania Conservancy and Dominion have teamed up to administer this funding program. The 

programs provides up to $2,500 in funding to grassroots watershed organizations. Three categories of projects are 

eligible: operating costs, restoration projects, and organizational promotion and outreach. 

For more information, visit: www.paconserve.org 

 

Foundation for Pennsylvania Watersheds 

The Foundation for Pennsylvania Watersheds is a grant-making foundation that invests in efforts to protect 

healthy, natural streams around the state — and also to clean up pollution and repair damaged wildlife habitat. The 

organizations primary service area extends from the Ohio border to the mainstem of the Susquehanna River. The 

organization has a spring and fall grant period.  For more information, visit: 

http://www.pennsylvaniawatersheds.org/?page_id=20  

 

EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA 
 

Berks Watershed Restoration Fund – Berks County 

This funding source administered by the Berks Conservancy is limited to assisting with agricultural and 

conservation projects within Berks County.  Typical projects include agricultural best management practices, cost-

share of watershed improvement projects, and conservation easements.  Contact staff to discuss potential projects 

at: http://www.berks-conservancy.org/  

 

Common Waters Fund 

The Common Waters Fund will initially provide $1 million to private landowners and some conservation and 

forestry professionals to implement forest management and conservation projects in the Upper Delaware River 

watershed. The process is relatively simple, the application user friendly, and we’ve teamed up with regional 

forestry experts to help you in taking this most important step in protecting your land and all of our common water 

resources.  Details can be accessed at: http://www.commonwatersfund.org/forest-owners 

 

 

Schuylkill River Restoration Fund 

The SRRF is designed to assist organizations to undertake implementation projects that will improve the quality 

and quantity of water in the Schuylkill River and its tributaries.  Funding information can be found at: 

http://www.schuylkillriver.org/Grant_Information.aspx 

 

 

Victory Headwaters Grant 

Victory Brewing Company has taken great local water to produce Headwaters Pale Ale.  Our appreciation of great 

beer, coupled with our appreciation of clean water, inspired us to create the Headwaters Grant. The Grant is our 

way to give back to the groups that protect the delicate Brandywine Watershed.  

http://victorybeer.com/headwaters/  

http://www.paconserve.org/
http://www.pennsylvaniawatersheds.org/?page_id=20
http://www.berks-conservancy.org/
http://www.commonwatersfund.org/forest-owners
http://www.schuylkillriver.org/Grant_Information.aspx
http://victorybeer.com/headwaters/
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William Penn Foundation 

WPF’s priorities are to advance strategic conservation of critical open spaces and protect/restore lands in the 

Delaware and Schuylkill River watersheds.  Grant availability information can be downloaded from the WPF 

website at: http://www.williampennfoundation.org/default.aspx  

 

1675 Foundation – Chester County 

This foundation provides a funding opportunity for environmental issues such as land and water conservation and 

preservation.  Grants are only available to organizations serving Chester County.  The grant instructions are 

available at http://www.1675foundation.org/guidelines.htm#requirements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is just a small sampling of the grants and funding sources available to assist with environmental projects.  

Additional programs may be found by researching these databases: 

 

 

PA Department of Environmental Protection Grant and Loan Programs: 

http://www.depreportingservices.state.pa.us/ReportServer/Pages/ReportViewer.aspx?/Grants/GrantLoans  

 

 

Federal Grants 

http://www.grants.gov/applicants/find_grant_opportunities.jsp 

 

 

 

EPA Catalog of Federal Funding Sources for Watershed Protection 

http://cfpub.epa.gov/fedfund/ 

 

 

http://www.williampennfoundation.org/default.aspx
http://www.1675foundation.org/guidelines.htm#requirements
http://www.depreportingservices.state.pa.us/ReportServer/Pages/ReportViewer.aspx?/Grants/GrantLoans
http://www.grants.gov/applicants/find_grant_opportunities.jsp
http://cfpub.epa.gov/fedfund/




  

 
 

DEP eNOTICE System 

The Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) eNOTICE system allows citizens to track 
environmental permit applications, draft technical documents and regulatory proposals throughout the 
review process.  eNOTICE enhances DEP’s Web-based Environment, Facility, Application, Compliance 
Tracking System (eFACTS).  Introduced in 1999, eFACTS was designed to increase public 
participation in the environmental permitting process by making access to information easier and more 
efficient. 

eNOTICE is unique because it goes beyond the traditional regulatory model that requires agencies to 
publish information with the hope that citizens will respond or comment.  Instead, users can get 
information about their communities and the permits they are interested in delivered directly to their e-
mail boxes when important milestones are reached.  Currently, subscribers can receive eNOTICEs to 
track environmental permit applications, draft technical documents and regulatory proposals. 

Permit Applications 
The eNOTICE system allows users to be notified by e-mail when anyone in their community submits a 
permit application to DEP for review.  Individual permits can be tracked and notification sent when 
comments on the permit should be submitted. 

The eNOTICE System covers permits for air and water pollution control facilities, waste facilities 
(landfills, incinerators, transfer stations), drinking water facilities (treatment plants, water sources), 
tanks, surface and deep coal mining operations, industrial mineral mines (quarries), wetlands and other 
stream encroachments, as well as X-ray and other radiation sources -- all permits included in the 
eFACTS system. 

New applications, renewals or any amendments or modifications to each of these permit types are 
covered. 

Permits can be tracked two ways: 

• Pick your township, city, borough or county and you will be notified when any applications come 
from these areas; or 

• Pick individual applications or permits by name already in eFACTS and get e-mail information as 
they move through review. 

Permit application eNOTICEs are sent out daily and include information on the status of the permit 
application as well as links to other information on the facility available through eFACTS -- results of 
inspections, enforcement actions, the facility address and phone number, and the DEP office 
responsible for reviewing the application. 

Draft Technical Documents 
Draft technical guidance documents provide practical and specialized direction to DEP program staff 
and the regulated community, often supportive of regulatory requirements.  They often deal with a 
subject that requires scientific training and understanding, prepared into formats such as handbooks, 
manuals, lists and other non-regulatory documents.   

The eNOTICE system allows users to receive personal notification of new draft technical documents as 
they are posted to the PA Bulletin for public comment.  Draft Technical Document eNOTICEs are sent 
out once a week and contain a simple text message with a link to take the user to a current and up-to-
date list of documents. 
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Regulatory Proposals 
The eNOTICE regulatory proposal notification system was specifically designed to provide subscribers 
with up-to-the-minute information on the status of environmental regulations currently being considered 
in the commonwealth.  Subscribers can receive up to nine specific updates, depending on the status of 
the regulatory proposal: 

• Submittal to a DEP advisory committee for review and comment; 
• Submittal of proposed regulation to the Environmental Quality Board (EQB); 
• Action taken by the EQB; 
• Publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin and the deadline to provide comments to the EQB on the 

proposed rulemaking; 
• Submittal of the draft final regulation to a DEP advisory committee; 
• Submittal of the final regulation to the EQB; 
• Action taken by the EQB on the final regulation; 
• Submittal of the final regulation to the House Environmental Resources and Energy Committee, the 

Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Committee and the Independent Regulatory Review 
Commission (IRRC) and the IRRC’s tentatively scheduled meeting date to consider the final 
rulemaking; and  

• Publication of the final rulemaking. 

Regulatory proposal eNOTICEs are sent out daily, and include links to the subject document, as well as 
links to: 

• Advisory Committee Pages; 
• Environmental Quality Board; 
• PA Bulletin Web site; 
• E-mail addresses of Regulation Contacts; and  
• E-mail addresses of Regulatory Coordinators. 

Starting an eNOTICE Account 
To begin receiving eNOTICEs tracking permit applications, draft technical documents and/or regulatory 
proposals visit DEP’s Web site at www.depweb.state.pa.us, keyword:  eNOTICE. 

Create your own password-protected account through the New eNOTICE Subscribers box.  Once 
registered, you will be prompted to check the eNOTICE notifications you wish to receive.  Tracking 
selections on your eNOTICE list can be added or changed at any time. 

Privacy Policy 
The e-mail address you register as part of the eNOTICE system will not be used for any other purpose 
other than sending permit notices or other services and educational information you choose.   

Users can change their username, passwords, and e-mail plus unsubscribe at any time by logging into 
the system, and going to the Edit My Profile Screen.   

For more information on eNOTICE, please contact the Applications Support Help Desk at 
(717) 705-3768 or by e-mail at ep-efactshelpdeskteam@state.pa.us. 

For more information, visit www.depweb.state.pa.us, keyword:  eNOTICE. 

http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/
mailto:kbassett@state.pa.us
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/




READING  

1047 North Park Road | PO Box 6307 

Reading PA 19610-0307 

P. 610.621.2000 | F. 610.621.2001 

LEHIGH VALLEY 

Roma Corporate Center, Suite 509 

1605 N. Cedar Crest Boulevard 

Allentown, PA 18104 

P. 610.849.9700 | F. 610.849.9701 

CENTRAL PA 

1950 Market Street 

Camp Hill, PA 17011 

P. 717.230.1487 | F. 610.621.2001 


