
Elanco Source 
Water Protection

Contact Information:
Call the Department of Environmental Protection 

(DEP) at (717) 299-7601 or 
(877) 333-1904 immediately if you 

observe a chemical spill.
Contact the Emergency Management Director, 

William Shirk at (717) 314-5496.

This brochure was funded by the League of Women 
Voters of Pennsylvania Citizen Education Fund 

under a grant from the PA Department of 
Environmental Protection for Drinking Water 

Source Water Protection administered by the US 
Environmental Protection Agency.

Technical Assistance from Pennsylvania Rural 
Water Association

 If you have additional questions and/or concerns 
or want to learn more, please contact your

municipality or stop by the municipal office for 
additional information and/or resources.
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Terre Hill Borough 

New Holland Borough 
East Earl Township 

Earl Township

Pennsylvania DEP
www.dep.state.pa.us

Watershed Protection
http://water.epa.gov

Water Resource Education Network
http://wren.palwv.org/

Groundwater and Karst
http://water.usgs.gov/ogw/

Maintaining your Septic System
http://water.epa.gov/infrastructure/septic/

proper-care.cfm

Welsh Mountain, Watershed Area of the Conestoga River and Muddy Creek
This brochure was designed by Kelsey Gerhart, a student in Mr. Mike Stitzer’s 
Graphic Communications class at Garden Spot High School, as a class project.



WHAT YOU CAN DO TO 
HELP...

 Dispose of  motor oil at a garage that will recycle it. 
Never pour oil on the ground or down a storm or sewer drain 
on the street.
 
 Pump out your septic system every two or three 
years. Look under “Septic Tanks” in the Yellow Pages or 
yellowpages.com to find a contractor.
 
 Take household hazardous waste – such as paint, 
varnishes, and other chemicals – to a Lancaster County waste 
collection site. Check out Lancaster County Solid Waste Man-
agement Authority at www.lcswma.org or call (717) 397-9968.
 
 Minimize the use of  pesticides and herbicides on 
your lawn and garden.
 
 If  you drill a new well, make sure the old one is 
properly closed and abandoned.
 
 Do not dump swimming pool water into a creek or 
storm drain at the end of  the season. Wait until the chlorine 
diminishes and then direct pool water onto grass, forest, or 
other natural area.
 
 Remember: anything you throw or store on the 
ground can find its way into the groundwater. Store and 
handle chemicals properly.
 
 Call the Department of  Environmental Protection 
at (717) 299-7601 or (877) 333-1904 immediately if  you 
observe a chemical spill.

          Source water protection can help pre-
vent drinking water from becoming polluted 

by managing possible sources of  contamination 
in the area that supplies water to a public
well or spring. Everyone has an important part to 
play in protecting drinking water – today and for 
the future. Source water protection is a 

community effort – we hope you will read this and 
other information forwarded to you, and help protect 

our water supply.

Pollution!!!
             Wells and springs become polluted when substances 
that are harmful to human health enter the groundwater.
Common pollutants include gasoline or oil from leaking tanks, 
nitrate and pesticides from agriculture, salt from winter road 
maintenance, and chemicals from industrial facilities. Once 
groundwater is contaminated, it must be treated or aban-
doned as a drinking water source. The expense of  treating 
polluted water or finding a new source of  drinking water can 
be avoided through source water protection.

             The Elanco region recognizes the possibility of  
potential threats to its water supply. In an effort to address 
the potential problems which could affect the source, Earl and 
East Earl Townships and New Holland and Terre Hill Boroughs, 
with guidance from the Pennsylvania Rural Water Association 
(PRWA), Lancaster County Planning Commission, Pennsylvania 
Department of  Environmental Protection (Pa DEP), and SSM 
Group, Inc. helped form the ELANCO Source Water Protection 
Steering Committee to make recommendations to New Holland 
Borough, Terre Hill Borough, Blue Ball Water Authority, and 
Western Heights Water Authority.

           Source Water Protection (SWP) plans are necessary for 
the protection of  the system’s source from contaminants that 
are difficult and costly to treat through normal means. The plans
clearly identify actual and potential sources of  contaminants to 
the source. Secondly, it allows communities to effectively edu-
cate the public on the importance of  their drinking water source.
Third, the plan serves as the first step in long-term sustainable 
planning for the future of  the community. Finally, it provides a 
comprehensive action plan in case of  an emergency.

Source water 
protection plans

 The Elanco Region municipalities participating in this 
program are working diligently on behalf  of  its citizenry to 
provide quality water to every tap. It is a task and responsibility 
that we take very seriously in providing safe, quality, potable 
water for our communities. We work hard to protect our water 
resources, which are the heart of  our community, our 
way of  life and our children’s future. 

            To maintain a 
clean dependable water 
supply, we need the help 
of  each and every person 
of  this community to assist in this 
effort. This brochure was developed 
to make our communities aware of  the 
importance of  protecting our water supply. 
Once groundwater becomes contaminated, 
the cleanup often takes many years and may be 
very expensive. It is our community’s best interest to 
take the proper precautions to prevent contaminants 
from entering our groundwater which are enumerated within the 
context of  the SWP Plans for the four (4) participating 
municipalities.
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